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Lesson for March | in this issue 





Iesson 9.—The Parable of Jesus’ Rejection. 
Matthew 21:33-46; Mark 14:3-9. 


Notes on Open Letters: 














By Mrs. Mildred Peck Stump 


Y TIMES are in His hands, 

I cannot know, . 

Nor often understand the path I go; 

It may lead through the waters of 
despair, 

But, even so, my Lord is waiting there, 

To comfort, guide, and strengthen, 
and to bless, 

If unto Him my weakness I confess. 


In His dear, nail-pierced hands! 

Oh, blessed thought! 

Those very hands our great salvation 
wrought, 

Within them rests my soul’s security, 

My future hope for all eternity. 

And from my ransomed soul, in rap- 
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ture springs 
Such joy and praise as only Jesus 
brings. 


Pll trust my way to Him 
Who knoweth well 
When joys of earth grow dim 
My heart wil! dwell 
More fully in His presence day by day, 
Nor seek for human praise along the 
. Way, 
But in His strength to welcome earthly 
loss, 
If I can lead one soul unto His Cross. 
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Prepared for Temptation 


Strong temptations do not prove 
that we are out of the will of God. In 
fact, they are hidden at strategic points, 


like personnel bombs, all along the 
direct route to Heaven, by our “ad- 
versary the devil [who], as a roaring 
lion, walketh about, seeking whom he 
may devour.” The temptation of Christ 
in the’ desert is full of lessons for the 
believer and not the least is the inter- 
esting fact that He was “led up of the 
Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 
of the devil” (Matt. 4:1). (While K.J.V. 
has “spirit,” it is properly “Spirit.”) 
Mark uses a stronger expression, “the 
Spirit driveth him into the wilderness” 
(1:12). Here ‘we see the Son of God, 
who never deviated one inch from His 
Father’s will, led straight into a hard 
place to meet temptation. Evidently 
He had spent much time just before 
this in prayer, for we read that “he 
had fasted forty days and forty nights”; 
and when the Tempter tried in three 
different ways to defeat Him, He an- 
swered each time by quoting Scripture. 
Thus we see a fulfillment of that mys- 
terious word in Hebrews, “Though he 
were a Son, yet learned he obedience 
by the things which he suffered” (5:8); 
that is, though there was never any 


x 


conflict between His own and His 
Father’s will, yet by experience as a 
man He learned what it was to obey. 
As He faced this repeated onslaught 
in the desert, He was filled with the 
Spirit, armed with the Word, and pro- 
tected by faith. (In Christ’s case, there 
was never any question about the out- 
come, since He was the Son of God and 
could not sin.) We are commanded to 
“be filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18) 
and to “walk in the Spirit” (Gal. 5:16). 
Having on the girdle of truth, the 
breastplate of righteousness, and the 
shoes of the gospel of peace, we are to 
take the shield of faith, the helmet of 
salvation, “and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God: praying 
always with all prayer and supplication 
in the Spirit” (Eph. 6:14-18). All 
temptation to sin is serious, and many 
kinds are terrible, racking the soul with 
anguish. But we have been repeatedly 
warned by the Word that we shall be 
tempted, and abundantly provided with 
sevenfold armor to meet temptation, so 
we ought to be prepared. We need 
constant exercise in fencing with the 
Sword of the Spirit and wielding the 
shield of faith. The sword is both a 
defensive and offensive weapon in the 
hands of a skillful swordsman, ena- 
bling him to parry the thrusts of the 
enemy and finally drive him off. And 
it is “all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit” that makes us fit to wear and 
wield the six pieces of armor. So we 
need not’ look forward with fear and 
trembling to temptations, but remember 
that God has prepared us for them and 
that He “will with the temptation also 
make a way to escape, that ye may. be 
able to bear it” (1 Cor. 10:13). 
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What Must Be Rejected 


By Gordon Chilvers 


HEN we become Christians sin 
can still tempt us. Satan makes 
it look very attractive. Further, it 
is often so subtle that we scarcely know 


it is a temptation until we have fallen ° 


before it. John considered the question 
of sin and rejects it with horror. He 
gives the strongest reasons for oppos- 
ing the very thought of it. 

His first argument for a life of holi- 
ness is drawn from the nature of sin. 
“Sin is the transgression of the law” 
(1 John 3:4). It is rebellion. It is “de- 


parture from the way of righteousness” 
(Bauer). Sin is the . js: °¢ of the 
mark. “It is the failingye,.,.trive at 
that high purpose which Gw ;, a8 } ¢e- 
pared in us. It is a falling sh of the 
true glory and dignity of huma: ty. It 
is a wandering from the orbit on which 
we are formed to revolve” (Lias). To 
John every, suggestion of sin made him’ 
shudder. Sin to John was the greatest 
horror in the world. 

The one who habitually sins; the one 
whose life is dominated by sin “trans- 
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gresseth also the law.” That is very 
serious. So John shows us the true 
nature of sin—it is lawlessness, the op- 
posite of righteousness. The root mean- 
ing of the Hebrew word for “sin” is to 
rebel. Sin is the opposing of the. will 
of the creature to the will of the Crea- 
tor. We are given a law from God that 
we must obey. So transgression is 
disobedience. Every sin is an act of 
opposition to God and His sovereign 
rule. Sin comes through wrong desire, 
a desire for liberty instead of subjec- 
tion. This definition of sin should cause 
the Christian to recoil from it in horror, 
and to refuse it because of its very 
nature. 

John’s second argument is drawn 
from the nature and character . of 
Christ’s mission in this world. “Ye 
know that he was manifested to take 
away our sins” (3:5). Sin crucified 
‘Christ. The incarnation, life, and death 
of Christ had one design: the putting 

‘ away of sin. It was not just a part of 
His life that was directed to that object, 

i but every moment from the Virgin 
Birth to the Ascension. Though it is 
supremely by Christ’s death that we 
are saved, yet the Christ who dwelt in 
the bosom of the Father long before the 
world began, and who was at a definite 
time shown to the world, came with 
that end in view. If we indulge in sin, 
we are perverting the whole work of 
Christ and defeating the whole object 
of His coming irito the world. Until 
sin has been completely put away, 
Christ’s work in us is. not complete. 
How can we love sin? Christ came to 
put it away, not to provide means for 
its indulgence. He died to save us from 
sin, not to help us to live in it. 

The first thought is that Christ came 
to release us from sin and the second 
is His own freedom from it. “In him 
is no sin.” Christ’s character empha- 
sizes this point of hating sin. Whether 
we consider His coming to bear sin or 
whether we consider His present char- 
acter, it is always “in him is no sin.” 
From eternity His character was 
marked by purity. Our aim is to be 
like Him, for He is our example; so we 
are to purify ourselves from every sin. 

The third argument John uses is the 
impossibility of a true Christian’s liv- 
ing a life of sin. “Whosoever abideth 
in him sinneth not” (3:6). Sin pre- 
vents abiding in Christ. The word for 
“abide” “is used of persons remaining 
or dwelling in a place in the sense of 
abiding there permanently” (Barnes). 
There is the closest connection between 
abiding and not sinning. Fellowship 
with the Father and His Son Jesus 
Christ is the grand privilege of the 
Christian, and so far as we sin, so far 
we are not aviding in Christ. God is 
light and. fhe darkness of sin cannot 
exist in God’s presence. So there can- 
not be a life of sin while we abide in 
God. Such abiding and sin will no 
more mix together than will oil and 
water. Abiding in Christ means obedi- 
ence to every command He gives. Sin 
is the refusal to obey God, so he who 
abides in Christ sins not. 

An attempt has beeri made to make 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 














Comfort for Dark Days 





“Seek ye out of the book of the 
Lerd, and read” (Isa. 34:16). 




















this text agree with the doctrine of 
sinless perfection. But if it proves 
that, it. proves foo much; that is, that 
not merely advanced Christians but all 
Christians are perfect. But sinless per- 
fection will not agree with John’s 
earlier statement. “If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us” (1:8). . “If we 
say that we have ‘not sinned, we make 
hima liar, and his word is not ‘in us” 

(v. 10). y 

The fourth argument John draws 
from the source of sin. “He that com- 
mitteth sin.is of the devil” (3:8). Sin 
began with Satan. We have now ar- 
rived at the source of sin. The Apostle 
Paul traced all sin back to Adam. “By 
one man sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin; and so death passed 
upon all men, for that all have sinned” 
(Rom. 5:12). John goes a step further 
and traces all sin back to the Devil, 
who. tempted Adam. His whole char- 
acter is sin. When the spring is foul 
we know that all water coming from it 
must be foul. The great characteristic 
of sin is its likeness to the Devil. To 
him the sinner owes his corrupt nature. 
He draws his motives and character- 
istics so clearly and so fully from him 
that the Devil is his father. So our 
Lord says to the Pharisees: “Ye are of 
your father the devil, and the lusts of 
your father ye: will do. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and 
abode not in the truth, because there is 
no truth in him. When he speaketh a 
lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is.a 
liar, and the father of it” (John 8:44). 
We see here the personal existence of 
the Devil fully maintained by both our 
Lord and John. It is interesting to 
note, however, that while we are said to 
be born of God we are never said to be 
born of the Devil. 

John now gives a biographical note 
on Satan. He “sinneth from the be- 
ginning.” “It is the undefinite present 
as if the whole of time were lying be- 
fore us in an unbroken present” (W. E. 
Jelf). From the dawn of history the 
Devil was a sinner and from the time 
he started sinning he has never left 
off. His sin was not just one act, but 
he sins continually and his sin is ever 
present. ‘Sin is the normal and ex- 
pected thing from the Devil. The Devil 
has always been hostile to God and 
that sums up his sin. “The sin which 
lost Satan Heaven was neither lust nor 
murder. It was not carnal at all, but 
merely spiritual. It was not even lying, 
at least not at first, though he is a liar 
and the father of it. It was pure and 
simple insubordination and rebellion; 
and setting of his will against God’s” 
(Candlish). 

For his fifth argument John stresses 
the new birth. “Whosoever is born of 
God doth not commit sin” (3:9). Sin 


is opposed to our new nature. Chris. 
tians are “born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God” (John 1:13). John does 
not say he cannot commit sin, but he 
cannot live a life of sin. The reason why 
he cannot sin is .because he has been 
made a partaker of the divine nature; 
“His seed remaineth in him.” “The ' 
principle of life which he has been 
given continues to be the ruling prin- 
ciple of the believer’s growth. God 
gives, as it were, of Himself to the 
Christian. He does not only work upon 
him and leave him. The germ of new 
life is that out of which the ‘mature 
man will in due course be developed” 
(Westcott). The boy who ought to 
have inherited the throne of France, 
after Louis XVI and his queen had 
died on the scaffold in the French Rev- 
(Continued on page 135) 





















Notes on Open Letters 


A Practical Way To Help 
Just a word of greeting and con- 
gratulations to you and THE Sunpay 
ScHoo, Times on the occasion of the: 
centennial celebration of your paper. 
Only eternity will reveal the good 
that has been accomplished’ through 
the faithfulness of its testimony. I 
was speaking in a liberal Methodist 
church a while back and was amazed 
to see that the ushers were passing 
out copies of your paper to every- 
one present; this was done entirely 
at the expense of the minister who 
was an old-timer and using this 
means to help build up his people, 
even though they were unfamiliar 
with the evangelical faith—A Mas- 
sachusetts reader. 















This is an encouraging note, and sug- 
gests a practical way by which other 
ministers and laymen could help THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Times. At this critical 
juncture, after one hundred years of 
publication and when the publication’ 
of evangelical journals is becoming 
more difficult, the Tuwes needs the 
prayerful and active support of all its 
readers. The publishers are deeply 
grateful for the loyal help of the Club 
Secretaries through the years and hope 
that they will redouble their efforts to 
increase the number of subscribers in 
their Clubs and not let the old sub-~+ 
scribers drop out. What the minister 
was doing in the Methodist church 
mentioned above could be done by 
others, and ag sample copies of the 
Times are given out they may lead 
many to want to subscribe. 

The 13-week get-acquainted subscrip- 
tion at $1 is a good introductory plan. 
One who sends in five of these may, 
without additional money cost, have 4 
free copy of Elisabeth Elliot’s biog- 
raphy of her husband, Jim Elliot, en- 
titled “Shadow of the Almighty.” (Jim 
was one of the five men killed in 
January, 1956, by the Auca Indians in 
Ecuador.) Subscriptions should be sent 
to The Sunday School Times Co., 325 
N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. * 
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Floating Chapels on Crowded Waterways 


The story of the Oriental Boat Mission 


EUNG CHIU came to his boat 
L home tired, hungry, and restless. 


After all, weighing salt day by 


day Would make any young man tired, 
hungry, and restless. He craved the 
bright lights to break up the monotony 


of his days. And he found them in the 
numerous “flower boats” surrounding 
his home. , 


There were boats everywhere: big 
ones; little ones; passenger boats; mer- 
chandise boats, with hawkers calling 
their wares in the minor key, all eager 
to earn a bowl of rice or salt fish. 

In the midst of this teeming activ- 
ity were the “flower boats”—brightly 
painted floating brothels. 

Leung Ch’iu, like any young man 
without Christ, sought satisfaction from 
the world, and the “flower boats” lured 
him. Among the many pretty girls he 
saw on these boats was A-Ch’iu-So. 
He claimed her as his wife. Her sordid, 
wasted life had taken toll of her body, 
however, and her future was almost 
wrecked by its consequences. But 
one day something happened that 
brightened the life of this young Chi- 
nese couple. 

A New Creature in Christ 

Miss Florence Drew, a missionary 
with a burden for these neglected boat 
people of Hong Kong, was instrumental 
in snatching Leung Ch’iu from a life 
of corruption. He became a new crea- 
ture in Christ. A-Ch’iu-So also ac- 
cepted her husband’s Saviour, but was 
suffering keenly from the ravages of 
sin. With a malignant malaria causing 
terrific chills, she came half-crawling 
and half-sitting to the boat meetings 
wrapped in a heavy comforter. She 
looked so queer that it usually created 
jeering amusement. But she patiently 
endured this ridicule and was happy 
in her Lord. 

After a hospital report which stated 


that nothing could be done for her ° 


health, she forsook the Lord for a time. 
But much prayer went up for A-Ch’iu- 
So and she returned to the Lord, and 
was also miraculously healed of her 
malarial condition. 

A ministry of prayer and Bible study 
absorbed the rest of A-Ch’iu-So’s life. 
She was eager to learn God’s Word 
though she could not read. Through a 
blind Biblewoman, who had memo- 
rized large’ portions of Scripture, she 
learned to read, and would pore over 
the pages of her Bible far into the night 
by the light of a little kerosene lamp. 

In the meantime her husband had 
become boatman on some of the Gospel 
boats, humbly serving the Lord as he 
earned his rice. 

In 1939 a rapid form of tuberculosis 
took control of his body. Knowing that 
death was imminent, he called the mis- 





In the Philadelphia and Chicago 
areas Howard Hermansen has been 
well known and loved for his fine 
evangelistic piano playing, his cheer- 
ful, kindly manner, and his work with 
Dr. George Palmer of “Morning 
Cheer” and for over ten years as asso- 
ciate pastor of the Moody Memorial 
Church. After his resignation from 
that church, it was a satisfaction to 
his friends to learn that he had be- 
come the executive secretary of the 
Oriental Boat Mission. Mrs. Thom- 
son, also a Chicagoan, who has writ- 
ten many articles for The Sunday 
School Times and other journals, now 
tells the complete story of the Mission 
for Times readers. 








ings for the future care of his wife. 
, in the boat church cemetery stands 
a simple headstone: “Leung Ch’iu, a 
believer—-his grave.” 

This is only one example of what the 
Oriental Boat Mission is doing in a most 
neglected. mission field of the world. 

A Poh is another example. For over 
sixty years she had worshiped idols. , 
One cherished idol on her boat was one” 
that had belonged to her family for 
over two hundred years. 

But one day a Christian had invited 
her to the Gospel boat. She attended 
several services and faithfully listened 
to the messages. Conviction of sin 
finally gripped her. 

“I want to burn my idols,” she told 
the missionary one day. 

So a date was set for the eventful’ 
occasion. In the meantime. A Poh suf- 
fered much persecution. 

The day came and all her idols were 
brought to the missionaries’ boat. On a 
pee metal sheet fees. were oe 














By HAZEL THOMSON 


where everyone could watch the pro- 
cedure. 

Just as the momentous event was 
ready to start, A Poh came with the 
two-hundred-year-old idol. 

“I want you to show this,” she ‘sug- 
gested, “to all the people. Let them see 
the foolishness of our worship.” 

A red piece of paper was torn off the 
back of the idol revealing a slide door. 
The door was opened showing several 
pieces of gold-colored:- metal of various 
sizes and shapes. All were fastened to- 
gether on tiny wire springs. Each was 
marked with a character: lungs, stom- 
ach, kidneys, gall bladder, and esoph- 
agus. But no heart! 

The missionary looked at A Poh. 

“There’s no heart,” she stated. 

“Of course there’s a heart,” A Poh 
insisted. “I paid a big sum to have 
these parts made and put in.” 

Thinking that the missionary couldn’t 
read the Chinese characters aright, she 
called the deacon to examine the idol. 
He assured her there was no heart. 

A Poh became angry to think she 
had been cheated. Then suddenly she 
laughed. 

“How foolish I’ve been,” she said, “to 
have trusted in all this these many 


years. 
longer. Jesus has saved me and He is 
mine.” 

The service continued; the fire 


burned; the idols were consumed as 
the audience sang lustily, “What can 
wash away my sin? Nothing but the 
blood of Jesus.” 

How the Oriental Boat Mission Began 

,Because the Oriental Boat Mission 
has faithfully, even through difficult and 
lean years, proclaimed the Gospel for 
fifty years, many A Poh’s, Leung Ch’iu’s, 
and A-Ch’iu-So’s have inherited eternal 
life. 

But what is the Oriental Boat Mis- 
sion? How did it begin? How does it 
function? 

The Oriental Boat Mission (formerly 
known as the South China Boat Mis- 
sion, and often called The Gospel Navy) 
was founded in 1909 and incorporated 
in 1923 for the sole purpose of taking 
the -Gospel to millions of people on the 
waterways of the Orient. 

It all began when Miss Alexander, 
an English woman in Hong Kong, saw 
the horrible situation—physjcally, ma- 
terially, and spiritually—of the boat~ 
multitudes. 

Hong Kong, the little 32-square-mile 
rocky island governed by Britain, is a 
mecca for poor farmers, fishermen, 
stonecutters, pirates, and refugees. 
With two and one-fourth million Chi- 
nese crowding this tiny area, the poorer 
class make their homes on boats along 
its shores. 

The land people and the boat people 


I do not have to trust. it any © 
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are two distinct classes. People on the 
mainland regard the boat people as a 
very inferior class. Seldom do inter- 
marriages ever occur; boat people are 
not allowed to own property; they are 
excluded from any official capacity. Be- 
cause they are considered cruder and 
inferior, little schooling, is offered to 
them. They usually live in boats called 
sampans about four feet wide and fifteen 
feet long. Families of seven or eight 
people call it home. Religiously they 
are highly superstitious and embrace 
Buddhism, Taoism,.- and some Confu- 
cianism. 


Day by day as Miss Alexander saw. 


these needs, her heart throbbed for 
them. Then the young people’s group 
of the Ewing Street Congregational 
Church of Chicago caught the vision 
and established a chapel on the water’s 
edge in Hong Kong. 

A call followed from Miss Alexander. 

“Someone should come and take up 
the work permanently,” she wrote. 

The Rev. Edward Drew and his sister, 
Florence, became interested. Miss 
Drew had taken a special teacher’s 
course at Valparaiso University in 1908. 
Previous to this she had done ghetto 
mjssion work in Chicago. She had been 
corresponding with Miss Alexander and 


inherited her burden for the boat 
people. ‘ 

But how could she go? No money. 
No support. 


Then her brother made a suggestion: 
“Why don’t you. get a government job 
as secretary in Hong Kong and work 


~ 
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among the boat people in your spare 
time?” 

And that’s what Florence Drew did! 

With barely enough fare to get there, 
she outfitted herself and went off with 
her typewriter! ; 

She plunged into her work as secre- 
tary and in language study for four 
months. Then friends in Chicago prom- 
ised to support her, and the work was 
established. 

One year later her brother joined 

her. 
- But the little chapel in Hong Kong 
did not reach the boat people. It was 
filled with land people. The Drews 
noticed that the heathen priests lived on 
boats among the people. 

That was the way to reach them. 

The Swedish Evangelical Free Church 
Mission of Canton had a boat called the 
Morning Star which they wanted to sell. 
It was purchased, and Canton became 
headquarters for the mission. 

In 1913 Edward Drew returned to 
America because of illness. Upon his 
arrival he established a home council 
of consecrated businessmen and minis- 
ters. 

In the meantime another boat was 
added and two native doctors offered 
services for free dispensary work. 
Though it was open two afternoons a 
week for two hours only, many hun- 
dreds of cases were treated each year. 

A third boat was added in 1916. 
While being used for preaching services, 
it also served as a schédol for boys, with 
om of them living on the boat. 














Staff Missionaries Aboard the “Faithful Light” 
From the left: The Rev. and Mrs. R. W. Kinkade and “Rusty,” Ethel Groce, 
Florence Todhunter, Henrietta Wilson, |. Grace White 
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In 1917 a fourth boat joined the fleet 
and was dedicated for a girls’ school 
and preaching services. 

All thesé boats were anchored at dif- 
ferent ports along the Canton River, 
reaching various sections of the boat 
population. : 

It was most difficult work. Very few 
boat people could read or write. They 
were a roving people. Just as some 
were barely eStablished in the faith, 
off they went to another spot, usually 
for economic reasons. Busy making a 
living, they were hard to reach. The 
dispensaries, however, drew many, .and 
through them many were reached for 
God. 

The Moody Memorial Church of 
Chicago gave the. fifth boat. Miss 
Florence Todhunter, sent by the church, 
was in charge of the boat located north 
of Canton. 

After nine years of hard toil, Miss 
Drew took her first furlough. Return- 
ing to China in 1919 she brought back 
Miss Leona Ross, who took charge of 
the sixth boat. In 1921 two more boats 
were added, making eight. 

One of the encouraging ‘features dur- 
ing this period was the increased re- 
sponsibility native Christians began to 
feel for the evangelization of their own 
people and many were won to Christ. 

In 1932 Miss Drew, founder and sec- 
retary of the mission, died. A min- 
istry of twenty-five fruitful years had 
been given to her Master. 

Because of closed doors in China, the 
boat mission work was necessarily cur- 
tailed. But the work continues and is 
the only mission serving (with fifteen 
missionaries) the boat population, esti- 
mated at three million, in Hong Kong, 
Japan, and Thailand. Five missionar- 
ies are concentrating their efforts on 
little fishing villages that dot the coasts 
of Japan. The field in Thailand is wide 
open for an aggressive boat ministry. 

On June 29, 1957, a new boat called 
Faithful Light and replacing the Morn- 
ing Star, was dedicated. It was be- 
decked with red, white, and blue ban- 
ners, and the event was a festive and 
triumphant one. Hundreds of friends 
attending sang with the missionaries, 
the Rev. and Mrs. William ‘Kinkade, 
“Send the Light, the Blessed Gospel 
Light,” as Mrs. Kinkade cut the ribbons. 

For a number of years the home 
council was debating the future of the 
mission. Should it close its doors? 
Should it merge with another mission? 
The missionaries answered, “No!” to 
both suggestions. 

“What we need is an executive secre- 
tary to represent the ‘work,” they coun- 
tersuggested. “And we. are willing,” 
they added,‘ “to sacrifice some of our 
Salaries to pay his.” 

Thus an important step was taken in 
the fall of 1957 when the Rev. Howard 
Hermansen was appointed full-time, ex- 
ecutive secretary. 

He is well qualified for this task, 
having recently been associate pastor 
of the Moody Church for over ten years. 
Previous to this he had been engaged 
in radio work at the Moody Bible In- 
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. stitute of which he is a graduate. For 


six years he had been engaged in evan- 
gelistic work with the late Evangelist 
Mel Trotter and Dr. Homer Hammon- 
tree. He also has held pastorates at the 
.Edgewater Baptist Church and _ the 
Winnetka Bible Church in the Chicago 
area. During World War II he worked 
among servicemen in Philadelphia and 
Fort Dix, N. J. The home office address 
is Box 428, Chicago 90, Ill. 

A wonderful challenge lies ahead for 
the Oriental Boat Mission. The year 
1959 marks the fiftieth anniversary of 
the beginning of its work. Plans for 
observing this event are being con- 
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sidered with much prayer and antici- 
pation. Many mammoth districts are 
still unreached among the boat people. 
Scarcity of workers and support ham- 
pers the work, while thousands are 
dying every day. 

In spite of these disturbing facts, one 
missionary bravely said, “Support may 
be scarce, workers may be few, doors 
may be closed, and will close, but the 
‘Skylight’ is still open.” 

As long as the “Skylight” is open, 
the Oriental Boat Mission will continue 
its challenging and life-saving work 
through its floating chapels. 

CHICAGO 


“Please Tell Us More About the Bible” 


When a group of Colombian priests and nuns invited evangelicals 
to explain their methods of Bible reading and distribution 


This is a letter from Alba Baena, a. 
Christian young woman in ‘Cartagena, 
Colombia, to Miss Helen E. Shute of the 
Latin America Mission, now at home 
on furlough. 


STERDAY at noon Lura Garrido 
came to tell me that a priest ‘from 
Barranquilla had just left their house. 
He had come to ask some of us to come 
to a meeting—he wanted us to give him 
ideas about how to celebrate the Day 
of the Bible, programs, campaigns for 
Bible reading, etc. Lura asked if I 
wanted to go. I had one of my famous 
headaches, but told her I wouldn’t miss 
it for anything! It was to be held in 
the Jesuit rectory—“in the wolf's 
‘mouth,” so to speak. I thought it all 
over and am still wondering what is 
at the bottom of it. Can it really be an 
interest on the part of the Catholic 
Church that all should know the Bible? 
Or is it rather a new tactic of apparent 
friendliness to close the mouths outside 
the country? Well, of one thing I am 
absolutely sure—it was the will of God 
that we should be there and He gave us 
an opportunity that we could never 
have had in any other way. Glory to 
Him! 

After Lura had gone, and thinking of 
the strange invitation, I took my Bible 
and said: “Now, Lord, direct me how to 
go ahead. I want Thy Word.” [He led 
me to] Numbers 6: 24-26, the promise of 
blessing and keeping; 2 Corinthians 2: 
14, “Now thanks be unto God, which al- 
ways causeth us to triumph in Christ, 
and maketh manifest the savour of his 
knowledge by us in every place”; Mat- 
thew 10:16, “Behold, I send you forth as 
Sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye 
therefore wise as serpents, and harmless 
as doves.” With this reinforcement, [I 
was] ready for whatever might come. 

Five of us went: don Ernesto Fowler, 
dona Berta Kappelle, Lura and Victor 
Garrido, and I. When we arrived we 
found about twenty-five people there 
—nuns, priests, gentlemen, and ladies. 
Among them were the presidents of Cath- 
olic Action for Men and for Women, 


| “the presidents of the Marian Congrega- 








‘tions, the nuns from the School of the 


Presentation and other nuns’ schools. 
There was also a professor of Victor’s, 
and one of mine; Napoleon, my brother- 
ih-law, was there, too. It was a singular 
opportunity. “We'll scarcely get out 
with the skin of our teeth,” I thought. 
Most intrigued, we reached the door 


‘and immediately everyone arose and 


showered us with attentions. They had 
reserved the front seats for us. We sat 
down and the priest who had come to 
the Garridos to give the invitation be- 
gan the meeting by explaining first of 
all that he had asked permission of the 
Archbishop to extend the invitation 
and that he wished to divide the meet- 
ing into three parts: (1) Explanation 
concerning the Bible; (2) To ask the 
evangelicals (he used this term almost 
entirely throughout the meeting) that 
they explain the profit they had gotten 
from reading the Bible, the methods 
they used to propagate it and to stimu- 
late the reading of it, etc.; and (3) 
Practical conclusions at which they 
would arrive after hearing us. 

No evangelical would have spoken 
any differently in his exposition of the 
first part. He explained what the Bible 
was, its divisions (the only thing on 
which we disagreed was the number of 
books). “Its principal theme” (these 
were his actual words) “is Christ. It 


~ speaks of many things—science, liter- 


ature, etc., but from the first page to 
the last, it speaks of Christ.” I tell you, 
senorita, I almost fainted. And-not one 
single time did he name the Virgin. 

He asked why the Protestaats love 
the Bible so, why are they so interested 
that other people read it, and com- 
mented: “It seems to me there are two 
reasons: the first, that they see the im- 
portance of it and have sincere desire 
that others know it; and the second— 
pardon my being suspicious!—is that 
there is so much ignorance of the Bible 
on the part of the Catholics they know 
any Protestant can convince a Catholic 
from:their own Bible: He spoke of all 
the methods we use, from Sunday school 
to cards and Bible games for children 
(it surprised me to realize how they 
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knew of the least thing we do); th 
love and interest we have in the Word 
the generosity in giving for the work. 
of distributing the Bible. He spoke oi 
the Bible societies, of the way they 
function, of the prices within reach of 
everyone, of the missionaries who made 
a translation for the Goajira Indians so 
they could read the Bible in their own 
language, of the Bible in Braille. He 
told how he had tried once in Cali to 
get a Catholic Bible and couldn’t find 
one in any bookstore, but someone told 
him of La Aurora (an evangelical book- 
store) and he not only secured several 
copies, but at a price much lower than 
that at which Catholics sell them. He 
spoke of how little the Catholics make 
use of the Bible and said: “Among us 
some priests read it, but almost always 
in Latin and the sisters (pointing to the 
nuns) recite some Psalms as prayers, 
but don’t get any sense from what 
they’re doing.” He spoke of the beauty 
of the Psalms, of their power to console, 
comfort, etc, and how we do use it 
frequently. He has a Bible class for 
Catholic men and women, -but he said 
an evangelical, Sr. Rafael Borelly, asked 
permission to attend and that he is the 
most faithful, the one who knows his 
Bible best, and the best one in the 
group, and that he had given him 
money: to buy Catholic Testaments for 
those who didn’t have them. 

He asked then that we speak. Victor, 
who was seated closest to him, was the 
first. He gave a message. He gave his 
testimony, saying he was a Cartaginian, 
had studied ‘there, how he was lost 
even though born and brought up as a 
Catholic. Then he went to Monteria 
and needed an injection and at the 
same time they treated his body, they 
treated his soul, gave him a New Testa- 
ment. He began to read it and the Lord 
saved him. He emphasized John 3:16 
and especially the part “that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” These are the 
main points of what he said and he 
presented the plan of salvation most 
clearly. 

Mrs. Kappelle spoke next. I should 
tell you that in the first part the priest 
spoke of the world-wide religious crisis 
and said that the situation in Colombia, 
among other things, was a disgrace for 
Catholics because 99% [per cent] said 
they were Catholic but the majority 
weren’t anything, that if the Catholics 
of Colombia would read the Bible the 
country wouldn’t be in the disastrous 
condition that it is. Each time he said 
things like this, he seemed to realize 
he’d gone a little afield and then he’d 
say something against the Protestants. 
This time he spoke of the present situ- 
ation in the United States, a Protestant 
country, where horrible sin and crime 
exist, but, he said, “I’m sure that these 
things make the good evangelicals 
ashamed even as we are ashamed of the 
things which the bad Catholics do 
here.” 

It was on this point that Mrs. Kap- 


. pelle spoke, showing by her own testi- 


mony that there were many that went 
(Continued on page 135) 
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Encouragements and warnings from all the world 


This article in the Life of Faith 
for November 13 sets forth the 
following factual statistics: 

“With the amalgamation of 250 
Shanghai churches into twenty congre- 
gations, and 50 Peking churches into 
four congregations, and most provincial 
cities allowed only one. church each, 
the Chinese Government authorities 
have achieved complete control over 
the Christian Church in China. In these 
churches there are to be no sermons 
preached or hymns sung about sucli 
‘depressing’ subjects as sin, judgment, 
or the return of Christ and His coming 
Kingdom. The eternal order has al- 
ready been ushered in by the Com- 
munists! Before a man can be licensed 
to preach by the Government, he must 
be tested by the Religious Affairs Bu- 
reau, a Government department, as to 
his beliefs. 

“It is quite clear that no one who de- 
sires to preach only the Gospel as it is 
in Holy Writ can earn the right to be 
licensed. And, in fact, news is reach- 
ing this country of an ever lengthening 
list of faithful evangelical preachers 
who have been imprisoned or forbidden 
to preach. They have been accused by 
fellow Christians under direction, or 
even made to accuse themselves. .. . 

“All parts of China and all sections of 
society have been subjected to intense 
pressures, and the Christian Church 
has been one of the main targets. In 
every city, all Christian workers have 
been compelled to undergo long periods 
of re-education in socialist principles. 
At the present moment about 500 
Shanghai pastors are attending a five- 
month residential course which will 
end only at Christmas. Meanwhile 
most of their church activities have 
been shut down. 

“Besides lectures and _ discussions, 
there is officially instigated denuncia- 
tion and accusation of Christians by 
Christians. This inevitably leads to re- 
crimination and /bitterness.. Those who 
agree to ‘repent’ are sometimes required 
to parade the streets carrying banners 
confessing their mistakes and promising 
to reform.” 


66 er Church in Shackles.”— — 


Open Doors in Africa.The place was 
the office of the Premier of Western 
Nigeria. The tall black man and the 
tall white man clasped hands in fare- 
well. 

“I assure you again, Mr. Wagner,” 
Premier Obafemi Awolowo said, “of 
my wholehearted support, and of the 
support of all the Christians in Nigeria. 
If there is any way in which I can be of 
assistance,” he went on earnestly, “in 
this scheme of revival in the study of 
the Bible, let me know. I pray, God to 
bless your new and bold venture.” 

With the blessing of this high official, 
the Pocket Testament League started 


an intensive two-year campaign in Ni- 
geria. The goal is 2,000,000 Gospels in 
two years, or by the time Nigeria 
achieves independence in 1961. 

The roster of friends of the Pocket 
Testament League in their great en- 
deavor of Scripture distribution in- 
cludes President Eisenhower, President 
Syngmary Rhee, Governor Sir Evelyn 
Baring of Kenya Colony, General Mac- 
Arthur, and many others in all parts of 
the world. Glenn Wagner, foreign sec- 
retary of the League, and the PTL 
teams have preached the Gospel and 
distributed - Gospels to almost fifteen 
million people in Asia. Currently they 
are working in Africa, having already 
contacted hundreds of thousands of 
Africans with the Gospel message in 
both the spoken and written Word. 

Of PTL’s method of mass evangelism, 
Alfred Kunz, international director, 
says: “I believe the Lord has directed 
us in the use and development of one 
of the most effective methods of mis- 
sionary evangelism. A generation ago, 
a single missionary could reach only a 
limited number of people, either speak- 
ing in meetings or through personal 
evangelism. Today, several significant 
developments have revolutionized mis- 
sionary methods. We have modern 
sound equipment that enables us to 
reach not a few dozen but many thou- 
sands of people at a single meeting. 
Improved communications, better trans- 
portation, modern, heavy-duty trucks 
—all these are enabling PTL teams to 
conduct Gospel campaigns in areas 
formerly inaccessible to the outside 
world. Probably most significant is the 
fact that every year there are millions 
of newly literate. men, women, and 
children throughout the world. They 
can be reached with the Gospel through 
distribution of literature as well as by 
preaching. Thus, we have another 
great instrument in reaching souls for 
Christ. These developments have made 
modern methods of mass evangelism 
practical and effective in reaching mil- 
lions for Christ.” 


The Pacific Garden Mission.—Perhaps 
the most flourishing rescue mission in 
America today is the well-known Pa- 
cific Garden Mission on South State 
Street in Chicago, founded in 1877 by 
Colonel and Mrs. George R. Clarke, two 
of the most devoted Christian servants 
Chicago has known. For over a score 
of years the Mission has been under 
the very able superintendency of Mr. 
Harry G. Saulnier. The staff of workers 
has increased during this time from 
eleven to seventy, with an annual bud- 
get now of over a quarter-million dol- 
lars. The Mission remains open twenty- 
four hours of every day. 

All of this is secondary, however, to 
the fact that by the grace of God and 
the fervor of these workers, between 


seven and eight thousand men and 
women have accepted Christ as Saviour, 
in the services and through personal 
workers connected with the. work, dur- 
ing the past twelve months. (There are 
some denominations in our country that 
cannot record eight thousand new-born 
souls in a given year!) 

Pray for this work, and when visiting 
Chicago, be sure to stop in at the Pa- 
cific Garden Mission, which will always 
be found throbbing with worth-while 
activity, all directed toward one goal 
—the winning of souls to Christ. 


“Lawlessness shall abound”’—was the 


prediction made by our Lord over nine- 


teen hundred years ago in the great 
Olivet Discourse, and inasmuch as St. 
Paul later gave the title “the lawless 
one” to Antichrist, to appear at the 
end of this age, it would seem, from 
this and from a careful study of the 
Book cf Revelation, that lawlessness 
will increase and become universally 
prevalent toward the close of the age. 
On every hand, and often from radi- 
cally different areas of the world, there 
is evidence that this is taking place. 

In one recent issue of the Los Angeles 
Times a long article is headed, “Japa- 
nese Crime Gains, Gangs Growing 
Worse.” Here we read that in Tokyo 
alone there are approximately 500 gangs, 


with a membership of over 18,000, that - 


run gambling rackets, extort money 
from storekeepers, collect debts by 
forceful means, solicit votes for politi- 
cians, and work with the criminal ele- 
ment. The police seem to be powerless 
to cope with the intensely organized 
systems of the gangs. The situation 
has become so serious that recently 
Premiet Kishi personally intervened in 


the case of the shooting of a stock-. 


broker and told police he wanted re- 
sults and no “deals.” He got results. 
The smaller gangs have turned to 
drugs, to robbing pedestrians, smashing 
store windows, etc. 

The same issue of this paper carried 
another item entitled, “Pasadena Shows 
Delinquency Gain.” Padadena, a city 
of 175,000 adjacent to Los Angeles, is 
perhaps as free from any underworld 
activity as any city of its size in 
America. Primarily a residential area, 
what industries it has are of such a 
nature that they have not attracted an 
undesirable element. It is a peaceful, 
beautiful city, whose people live on as 
high an economic level as any city of 
its size west of the Appalachians. How- 
ever, police records show that juvenile 
offenses here increased 8.7 per cent over 
last ‘year. Among boys, crimes in- 
creased from 6,273 to 6,864 cases, nearly 
one-half of which were traffic vio- 
lations. Auto thefts doubled, and non- 
auto thefts increased from 193 to 301 


cases. “ 
As we note with concern the increase ~ — 


oa 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 
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Lesson for March 1 


in crime seemingly everywhere on 
earth, the question confronts us all, 
What is going to reverse this trend? 
There is certainly no power available 
to halt it, except the Gospel of Christ. 

The preceding day’s news carried the 
alarming report that the city of Los 
Angeles now has more than 250,000 
alcoholics who, though they do not 
know it, said the writer, will not be 
able to stop drinking without outside 
help. 


Governmental Recognition of World 
Vision’s Work in Korea.—When re- 
quested to attend an official meeting 
of the government at Seoul, Korea, 
Dr. Bob Pierce, president’ of World 
Vision, was surprised to find 150 high 
Officials of the South Korean Govern- 
ment present to express to him their 
appreciation for what he has done for 
their nation. Among other things, Dr. 
Pierce was presented with a scroll in 
appreciation of his humanitarian work 
done in the name of Christ. 
Vision last year sent almost two mil- 
lion dollars to that country for the 
relief of suffering among thousands of 
Korean orphans and lepers, and to sup- 
plement salaries of underpaid pastors, 
as well as to aid the work of estab- 
lished missionary organizations. The 
Minister of Health and Social Affairs 
thanked Dr. Pierce particularly for 
helping 13,000 children in 148 child-care 
institutions. He has been called the 
Father of the Orphans in Korea. 


A Debtor to His Communist Perse- 
cutors—In November, 1958, Gon Joon 
Kim, 34-year-old student at Fuller The- 
ological Seminary in Pasadena, who 
preached to the Communists during the 
Korean war a message of love in Jesus 
Christ after they killed his wife and 
father, returned to Korea. Kim cut 
short his training at Fuller Seminary 
in order to return to Korea where he 
will enlist 50 men for pioneering a 
program of evangelism among Korea’s 
college students under the auspices of 
International Campus Crusade _ for 
Christ. 

In a farewell chapel service at Fuller 
Seminary he told fellow students: “I 
am a debtor in the love of Christ to 
the Communists who killed my wife 
‘and father before my eyes and beat me 
as unto death.” Kim, who risked death 
in founding churches among the Com- 
munists during and immediately after 
the Korean war, served as a Presby- 
terian minister in the 1500-member 
church of Quanju, Korea, before com- 
ing to Fuller Seminary. 


Dr. Oswald J. Smith Resigns.—One 
of the most distinguished evangelical 
pastors and ministers. on the North 
American continent is Dr. Oswald J. 
Smith, who probably accomplishes as 
much work in any given year as any 
‘Protestant clergyman of our day. After 
a fruitful ministry of thirty years at 
the People’s Church of Toronto, Dr. 
Smith has resigned his duties there. 
He is the author of hundreds of hymns, 
“scores of books, and a world traveler 
in the cause of missions. As editor of 


World. 


; 
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the People’s Magazine, he will retain 
his vital relationship with the church. 

A cause for rejoicing to Dr. Smith 
on an occasion like this is the election 
of his son, the Rev. Paul B. Smith, as 
his successor to the pulpit. Far too 
seldom in this generation do sons of 
able ministers enter the ministry. 


Philip R. Newell’s Bible Ministry.— 
Speaking of sons of ministers, it is a 
privilege for me to direct the attention 
of the readers of THE SuNDAY ScHOOL 
Times to the ministry of my beloved 
friend the Rev. Philip R. Newell, on 
the Extension staff of the Moody In- 
stitute. Mr. Newell is the son of the 


late William R. Newell who at the 


beginning of our century was in many 
ways the most gifted Bible teacher in 
America. Well do I remenfber those 
Saturday night classes when I was a 
boy, to which my mother took me 
(willing or not willing), when Mr. 
Newell taught the International Sun- 
day School Lesson to one thousand 
teachers in the old Moody Church 
building at Chicago Avenue and LaSalle 
Street. He is the author of two not- 
able books on Romans, and other sub- 
sequent volumes. 

Mr. Philip Newell was in business 
in Detroit for some years before joining 
the staff-of the Moody Bible Institute, 
where he served for some years as the 
director of the Correspondence School. 


During the last few years, he has felt ' 


called to an oral Bible teaching min- 
istry, and has held large classes in 
Milwaukee and a number of other 
cities. 

Two notices have come to my desk 
of meetings held by Mr. Newell in two 
Bible institutes in North America re- 
sulting in a true renewal of conse- 
cration and a manifest spirit of revival. 
The fall conference at the Prairie Bible 
Institute was one of the most significant 
they have experienced, and Providence 
Bible Institute reports the finest meet- 
ing of this type they have had for some 
years. Such fruitfulness, I may add, 
through the ministry of any man comes 
only by absolute consecration on the 
part of that individual. 


“Religious Conflict Splits Israel” is 
the title of an extended article in the 
London Jewish Chronicle. The main 
controversy is over the question, Who 
is a Jew?. The problem first arose with 
the appointment of Rabbi Moshe To- 
ledano as the new Minister for Re- 
ligious Affairs. Premier Ben-Gurion 
asked the Knesset to confirm this ap- 
pointment, which they did by a vote 
of 60 to 2, though 38 members abstained 
from voting. As a result, a motion of 
no confidence in the government was 


‘made by the National Religious Party, 


and other groups, but was defeated, 
60 to 30. Those speaking for the re- 
ligious parties said they abstained be- 
cause Rabbi Toledano would have to 
co-operate with left-wing parties who 
were definitely opposed to the obser- 
vance of the Torah. The Premier em- 


phasized the point that the Ministry 
for Religious Affairs is not a Jewish 
ministry, but dealt also with Moslems, 
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Druses, and Christians. He reiterated” 
that neither his government. nor any 
other government in the future would 
attempt to decide on matters of Halacha, 
that is, “legal decisions regarding mat- 
ters for which there is no direct en- 
actment in the Mosaic law but deduced 
by analogy from this law.” 

The Israeli Minister of the, Interior 


‘went so far as to say that there was 


absolutely no unity among religious 
Jews, each one following the words of 
his particular rabbi. More trouble’ is 
ahead, and the great question agitating 
Israel today, Who is a Jew? has not 
yet been decided. 


The Mennonite Bookstore in Lan- 
caster.—Some years ago while minis- 
tering in Coatesville, Pa., I frequently 
drove over to Blueball, near Lancaster, 
just to talk to my good friend Mr. 
John Weaver, a Mennonite preacher 
who had one of the most interesting 
secondhand theological bookstores in 
that part of the country, a man who 
knew and loved books. Upon Mr. 
Weaver’s death, the store was acquired 
by the Mennonite Publishing House, 
with a branch store in Lancaster. These 
projects have been combined, and they 
have just purchased and occupied the 
building once belonging to Sears Roe- 
buck at 40 E. King St., Lancaster. An 
extended article in the Lancaster In- 
telligencer Journal claims that this is 
the largest religious bookstore in -the 
United States, and probably in the ~ 
world. The . Mennonité Publishing 
House is observing its fiftieth anni- 
versary. 


“The Character-Phonetic Bible” for 
Chinese——A China . Inland Mission 
Prayer Letter contains the following 
paragraph: “After years of prayer and 
perseverance the Chinese Phonetic Pro- 
motion Committee (that. is, Christiana 
Tsai and the Leamans) have received 
copies of the new one-volume “The 
Character-Phonetic Bible” published by 
the Hong Kong Bible House and avail- 
able in Hong Kong at H-$10. This 
book seems to be meeting a real de- 
mand, and the fact that it is put out 
on thin paper in one volume makes it 
of special interest. We rejoice in this 
production and pray -that copies of it 
may be able to enter China itself, as 
well as meet a need of overseas 
Chinese.” 


Synagogues and Prayer Books in 
Russia.—_The London Jewish Chronicle 
reports that while the Baptists in Soviet 
Russia, numbering 540,000, have five 
hundred churches in which to meet, and 
an equal number of clergymen to min- 
ister to them, the Jews, numbering 
1,500,000, have less than seventy syna- 
gogues in which to worship and fewer 
than seventy rabbis ministering to 
them. 

The first Jewish Prayer Book for cir- 
culation was published at the end of 
1958, but the edition numbered only 
three thousand copies. Inasmuch as 
many of these were sent abroad’ for 
propaganda purposes, perhaps not more 
than one in every six hundred wor- 
shipers will be able to purchase a copy. 
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LESSON 9. MARCH 1. THE PARABLE OF JESUS’ REJECTION 


Matthew 21:33-46; Mark 14:3-9; printed text, Matthew 21:33-43 
Golden Text.—He is despised and rejected of men.—Isa. 53:3 


THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Matt. 21:33 Hear another parable: There was a certain 
householder, which planted a vineyard, and hedged it round 
about, and digged a winepress in it, and built a tower, and 
let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country: 

34 And when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his 
servants to the husbandmen, that they might receive the 
fruits of it. 

35 And the husbandmen took his servants, and beat one, 
and killed another, and stoned another. 


39 And they caught him, and cast him out of the vineyard, 
and slew him. ¥ 

40 When the Lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what. 
will he do unto those husbandmen? 

41 They say unto him, He will miserably destroy those 
wicked men, and will let out his vineyard unto other hus- 
bandmen, which shall render him the fruits in their seasons, 

42 Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scrip- 
tures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is be- 
come the head of the corner: this is the Lord’s doing, and it 
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36 Again, he sent other servants more than the first: and 


they did unto them likewise. 


37 But last of all he sent unto thém his son, saying, They 


‘ will reverence my son. : 


fruits thereof. 


38 But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said among 


themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and let us 


seize on his inheritance. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE .two events recorded in this 

lesson took place shortly before 

the Lord’s crucifixion. They are 
joined in the lesson because both have 
to do with the Saviour’s coming re- 
jection; both deal picturesquely with 
the impending tragedy; and both reveal 
Christ’s foreknowledge of things to 
come. 

In the home of Simon the leper (cf. 
Mark 14:3), who had obviously . been 
-previously healed, a beautiful scene was 
enacted. A woman broke a box of 
spikenard and poured the precious oint- 
ment on the Saviour’s head. Some 
murmured at the apparent waste (cf. 
Mark 14:4, 5). But our Lord declared 
that the act was both appropriate and 
prophetic. It revealed a striking de- 
votion; but it also announced in the 
language of symbolism His coming 
death. The woman’s insight into the 
real meaning of Christ’s atoning mis- 
sion seems to have been keener than 
that of His disciples. Her .generosity 
and discernment have been widely her- 
alded ever since that fateful day (cf. 
_ Mark 14:9). 

The anointing portrayed in action the 
fact of our Lord’s imminent death. 
Christ’s parable explained in words the 
deeper significance of that event. Few 
of our Lord’s sayings are more intel- 
ligible and pointed than the parable of 
the disloyal‘ husbandmen. Step by 
step, only a relatively few hours be- 
fore His death, the Saviour depicts the 
utter wickedness and continued, unre- 
pentant depravity of those who brought 
Him to Calvary. 


Verse by Verse 
Matt. 21:33——“Hear another parable 


...@ certain householder ... planted a 
vineyard ... hedged it ... digged a 
winepress ... built a tower .. . let it 
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out to husbandmen .. . went into a far 
country ...” This picture story il- 
lustrates Israel’s rejection of God’s 
prophetic messengers and Son. The 
“householder” is God. The “vineyard,” 
as often in Scripture (cf. Isa. 5:1-7), 
represents the Hebrew nation. God 
“hedged” it (fenced it), through the law 
and ordinances separating it from the 
Gentiles. The winevat was a receptacle 
to receive the pressed wine. g the 
“tower” was for protection. The “hus- 
bandmen” were the religious leaders 
of Israel. God’s headquarters are in 
Heaven, the “far country.” 


Verse _34.—“When the time of the 
fruit drew near, he sent his servants 
to the husbandmen, that they might 
receive the fruits ...” “Servant” is 
doulos (bondslave). The fruit God de- 
sired was righteousness (cf. Isa. 5:7), 
loyalty, and obedient acceptance of His 
Son. The servants were the Old Testa- 
ment prophets sent of God to Israel. 


Verse 35.—“The husbandmen took his 
servants ... beat one... killed another 
. . . Stoned another.” Study Matthew 
23:30, 31, 34, 37. The verb “to beat” 
means “to scourge.” The _ religious 
leaders of Israel persecuted the proph- 
ets (cf. Matt: 5:12)—whipping, stoning, 
or slaying them. 


Verse 36.—“He sent other servants 

. and they did unto them likewise.” 
The Jews maltreated the later as*well 
as the earlier prophets. For examples 
of cruel treatment see the record of 
Micaiah, Jeremiah, and Zechariah’ (1 
Kings 22:13-27; Jer. 37:15-21; 2 Chron. 
24:20, 21; study also Hebrews 11:36, 
37). 


Verse 37—“But last of all he sent 
unto them his son, saying, They will 
reverence my son.” “Last of all” means 
(1) in the glorious succession of wit- 
nesses the son is last; (2) this was the 
householder’s final offer to the hus- 
bandmen, God’s final offer to the 
Hebrew nation. The householder’s con- 





fidence that his heir would be safe 
underscores the unprecedented enor- 
mity of the Hebrews’ crime in bringing 
the Son of God to death. 


Verse 38—‘“When the husbandmen 
saw the son, they said . . . This is the 
heir ... let us kill him . .. let us seize 
on his inheritance.” Here the parable 
becomes sharply inted. The treach- 
erous “husbandmen” (Hebrew leaders, 


including the Pharisees and scribes) © 


actually recognized Christ as the Son 
of God. Their determifation ‘to kill 
Him was. due to jealousy and lust. 
His spiritual authority, His prerogatives 
as the Son of God, His redemptive 
mission—they rejected all. Their self- 
interest helped to bring the Saviour to 
the cross. 


Verse 39.—“They caught him . . . cast 
him out of the vineyard, and slew him.” 
The relationship of the Son to the 
Father did not impress our Lord’s ene- 
mies. They carried out their foul plot 
and brought Him to death. The cast- 
ing “out of the vineyard” suggests 
Christ’s excommunication by the He- 
brews (the high priest condemned Him 
as a “blasphemer”—Matt. 26:65, 66); 
and His transfer to the Gentiles for 
punishment (cf. Matt. 27:2). 


Verse 40.—‘When the Lord .. . of the 
vineyard cometh, what will he do unto 
those husbandmen?” Note the “when” 
(not “if’); judgment is sure. God will 
not ignore the wickedness of men who 
consigned His Son to death. The “hus- 
bandmen” will get their just deserts. 


Verse 41—“They say ... He will 
miserably destroy those wicked men 
: . let out his vineyard unto other 
husbandmen, which shall render him 
the fruits...” This reply seems to re- 
flect a naive unconsciousness that our 
Lord’s parable was directed against the 
Pharisees and scribes. More probably 
it was uttered in gloating sarcasm. The 
wicked men had the Saviour at their. 
mercy; why not feign innocence and 
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Lesson for March 1 


agree with Him? The prophetic words 


‘(which Mark puts in our Lord’s mouth 


—chap. 12:9) relate to the overthrow 
of the Jews in A.D. 70, the transfer of 
God’s dealings to the Gentiles, and the 
inauguration of the era of the New 
Testament church. 


Verse 42.—“Jesus saith ... The stone 
which the builders rejected . ... is be- 
come the head of the corner .. . the 


Lord’s doing ... marvellous in our 
eyes?” The rejection of Christ was 
predicted in this quotation from Psalm 
118. The Jews were not acting ar- 
bitrarily or unexpectedly. God’s pur- 
poses were being fulfilled. Christ is 
the “stone,” spurned by man, but ac- 
tually the chief cornerstone to which 
all the other stones (believers) are 
cemented and joined in the temple of 
God. 

Verse 43.—“Therefore say I... The 
kingdom of God shall be taken from 
you, and given to a nation bringing 
forth the fruits ...” The parabolic 
prophecy of verse 41 is here clearly 
interpreted. The Jews’ rejection of 
their Messiah would mean their setting 
aside as a national instrument of God’s 


dealings with men. Men of all nations, - 


Gentiles and Jews alike, would become 
the recipients of divine favor. The 
“fruit” which the church must produce 
is suggested in John 15:8; Galatians 5: 
22, 23. 


Heart of the Lesson 

The anointing of our Lord is a sad 
but vivid illustration of His approach- 
ing death. The parable probes into the 
inner causes and resultant effects of 
that death. 

The crucifixion of Christ was neither 
sudden nor unrelated to Israel’s pre- 
vious history. The Pharisees and 
scribes must be made to realize that 
their growing hostility to the Saviour 
was the climax of a long series of re- 
bellious, dastardly acts. 

God had chosen the Jews, showered 
His favors upon them, and, protected 
them from their enemies (cf. Matt. 21: 
33). In return He expected the fruit 
of obedient loyalty. One by one He 
sent His prophets to warn His way- 
ward people and to bring them back 
to the paths of righteousness (cf. Matt. 
21:34; 2 Kings 17:13). But the people 
rebelled (cf. 2 Kings 17:14-17). Even 
worse, they slew' the prophetic messen- 
gers of God (cf. Matt. 21:35, 36). 

Finally—and this is a dramatic 
climax in God’s dealings with Israel— 
the Father sent His Son. Surely the 
advent of the Son of God in human 
flesh would awaken the Jews, alert 
them to their iniquity, and bring them 
back to their God! 

The Pharisees and scribes must have 
understood our Lord’s words. They 


were indeed blind leaders, but surely 


they were not stupid! The Son of God 
was in their midst: His name was 
Jesus of Nazareth! 

The solemn words of the parable 
continue. What did the wicked hus- 
bandmen do? Prompted by lust, envy, 
and pride, they slew the householder’s 
son. They could expect nothing but 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
8. February 22.—Jesus Teaches 
About the End of the Age. 
Matthew 25:31-46; Mark 13:1-37 
Next Week’s Lesson 


10. March 8.—Jesus Faces the 
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judgment. They would be destroyed. 
And the vineyard, their source of suste- 
nance and security, would be snatched 
from their wicked hands and given to 
others more worthy (cf. Matt. 21:37- 
41). 

These prophetic words stabbed our 
Lord’s listeners to the heart (cf. Matt. 
21:45, 46). Each item in the parable 
was linked in some way to them. They 
would tolerate the man of Galilee no 
longer! 

The subsequent fulfillment of Christ’s 
predictions was exact. Multitudes of 
Jews perished. when Jerusalem fell to 
the Romans in A.D. 70. Other “hus- 
bandmen” were chosen. Gentile “na- 
tions” (cf. Matt. 21:43) became prom- 
inent in God’s dealings with men. The 
New Testament church was born. 

The “stone” (Matt. 21:42) was set 
aside by the Jews (the Saviour was 
crucified). But Christ is still “the head 
of the corner,” the cornerstone . upon 
which our assurance of redemption is 
built, the superstructure of the church 
is erected (cf. Eph. 2:19-22), and our 
confidence in Christ’s coming reign on 
earth is based. 

Outline of the Lesson 

1. The Hebrews’ privileges (Matt. 21: 
33) 

2. The Hebrews’ responsibility (v. 34) 

3. The Hebrews’ rebellion (vv. 35-39) 

4. The Hebrews’ destiny (vv. 40-43) 

Topics for. Development 

Christ the Stone. A stone suggests 
solidity, security, and stability. Christ 
Jesus is the “Rock of ages.” He is the 
foundation stone upon which the New 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 
N WHAT ‘respect was the woman’s act 
(cf. Mark 14:3) prophetic? 
2. Why would her act be widely 
commemorated? (cf. Mark 14:9.) 
3. In Christ’s parable what is rep- 


resented by the “vineyard”? (Matt. 
21:33.) 


4. Who are the “husbandmen”? (Matt. . 


21:33.) 

5. What “fruit” did the “householder” 
expect? 

6. Why did the wicked men slay 
the son? 

7. What punishment would they re- 
ceive? 

8. How was this prophecy fulfilled? 

9. How do we know that Peter is 
not “the stone”? (Matt. 21:42.) 

10. In what respects ‘is Christ the 
“stone”? | 

(Answers on page 135) 
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Testament church is built (cf. Matt. 
16:16, 18; 1 Cor. 3:11). Simon Peter is 
not himself the rock (as many believe), 
for. in his writings he calls Christ the 
“living stone” (cf. 1 Pet. 2:4). The 
Lord Jesus is also Israel’s stumbling 
stone (cf. Matt. 21:44; Isa. 8:14, 15; 
Rom. 9:32, 33; 1 Pet. 2:8): the Jews 
were offended at His teaching and min- 
istry, and rejected Him (cf. Matt. 21: 
42). He is also the grinding, smiting 
stone (cf. Matt. 21:44; Dan: 2:45). Some 
day He will return in glory to “make 
war” and to “smite the nations” at 
Armageddon (cf. Rev. 19:11, 15). Then 
the “stone” will become a great moun- 
tain and fill “the whole earth” (Dan. 
2:35, 44). Christ’s Kingdom will be set 
up and He will reign (cf. Rev. 20:4, 6). 

Israel’s Future. In His parable our 
Lord emphasized the Hebrews’ defiance 
of God’s will: they spurnéd the proph- 
ets and crucified the Son. He foretold 
their rejection as a nation and the | 
transfer of their “vineyard” to' others. 
All this, of course, came to pass. But 
has God permanently set Israel aside? 
Never! (Study Rom. 11:1. 2.) The 
Gentiles (wild olive branches) have 
been “graffed” into the Hebrew good 
olive tree (cf. Rom. 11:17-19, 24). But 
this does: not mean that the - Gentiles 
will always flourish. God is able to 
“graff” in again the original Hebrew 
olive branches (cf. Rom. 11:23). That 
is exactly what He will do when “the 
fulness of the Gentiles” (Rom. 11:25) 
is come in. The Jews still have a 
national future: _At Christ’s return in 
power He will “turn away ungodliness . 
from Jacob” (Rom. 11:26). ; 

The Ministry of the Prophets. These 
mighty men of old were no accident of 
history. They were sent of God—a 
noble, preparatory lineage paving the 
way for the Son of God. Our Lord’s 
parable makes this clear. His words 
make the ministry of Elijah, Hosea, 
Amos, and the others even more ma- 
jestic and meaningful. 


Practical Applications 

The woman’s tender act of devotion 
earned our Lord’s praise. Men called 
it waste: it didn’t actually help the 
poor or build a church! But the Sav- 
iour commended it. So today He wants 
the pure, personal, heart-felt outpour- 
ing of our love even more than our 
religious achievements. 

When Gad provides a vineyard He 
expects fruit. How lavishly He has 
blessed His children. May the fruit of 
our worship, work, and witness be 
worthy of His provision. 

Israel has been for centuries an in- 
tegral part of God’s purposes, and will 
yet experience national blessing. Are 
we proclaiming the Gospel to the Jews 
now? 

Thank God for Christ our everlasting 
Rock. But are we reaching out for 
those who are sinking in the sands of 
unforgiven sins and despair? 


Golden Text 
Isa. 53:3—“He is despised and re- 
jected of men.” . After a long suc- 
cession of prophets (including Isaiah 
‘ 
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who penned these words) the Saviour 


arrived. But “he came unto his own, 


and his own received him not” (John 
1:11). The Hebrew nation spurned 
their Messiah, consigned Him to a cruel 
death, and in turn were set aside as 
an instrument of God’s dealings with 
men. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 


“Breathe on Me, Breath of God” 
“How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds” 
“Have You Any Room for Jesus?” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God 

of mercy, whose patient love bears with 
us and spares us so often, we thank 
Thee for Thy forbearance and ask Thy 
pardon for all our disobedience to Thee 
and all hardening of our hearts against 
Thee. By this. lesson may we see the 
wrong we do to Thee and to ourselves 
by turning a deaf ear to Thy calls. 
Help us to use our Gospel privileges 
lest we lose them by neglect. Help us 
to feel our debt to Thy mercy and to 
turn with all our heart to Thee. Bless 
the Word of God to all who hear it to- 
day and send out the Gospel to all the 
sons of men. Revive Thy Church, 
strengthen Thy servants for Thy~ work, 
and bring the time of Christ’s en- 
thronement: in all the world. Guide 
and guard us through this week. Help 
us ‘to be thoughtful of others and faith- 
ful in all our obligations to Thee and to 
others. Show mercy to all in trouble 
and grant them deliverance. Guide the 
rulers of the nations and guard the 
peace of the world, not remembering 
against men their tfespasses, but ex- 
tending Thy mercy for men everywhere 
to repent. We pray in Christ’s name. 
Amen. 


After the LessonIn this lesson 
Christ paints a masterly picture of 
God’s love to Israel and Israel’s refusal 
to heed that love. To His chosen peo- 
ple God had shown great mercies and 
given special privileges beyond others, 
but they had failed to respond with 
the loving trust and obedience He 
rightly expected. Rejecting God’s call 
through His prophets and then through 
His Son, Israel brought on _ herself 
blindness to truth and ruin at the last. 

This same thing takes place. still 
wherever people neglect special light 
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and privilege God gives them. A great 
Gospel preacher was once returning 
from a funeral and beside him sat an 
acquaintance. “A strange thing has 
happened to me,” said the man. “When 
you first came to our city, I used to 
hear you every Sunday and went away 
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so moved I could not eat my noon-day 
meal. But I did nothing about it, and 
since then I have heard you less and 
less. Today I heard you give the 
funeral message and there was no 
emotion in my heart at all.” That 
man was in grave danger. Much 
moved at first by powerful Gospel 
preaching, he had yet refused the call to 
accept Christ and in time had become 
dead to the appeal of the Gospel. He 
was in a state of settled refusal and 
hardness of heart. “4 

Through the Gospel given you here, 
you hear God’s call to receive His Son. 
Do not close your heart to it, or you, 
too, will grow hard, cold, and unbeliev- 
ing and at last find yourself with no 
heart for God and no fitness for His 
Heaven. 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Hear another parable” (Matt. 21: 
33).—A very effective way of making 
people see and pronounce judgment 
upon themselves is to relate a trans- 
parently clear parable, as our Lord did 
in this instance. 

The Pharisees “perceived that he 
spake of them” (v. 45). And they 
pronounced their own doom (v. 41). 
King David passed sentence against 
himself upon. hearing Nathan’s parable 
(2 Sam. 12:1-6). 

This method is often resorted to to- 
day. Sir Winston Churchill related a 
parable, the gist of which was that the 
animals and birds arranged a get-to- 
gether: to attempt to answer ‘the im- 
portant question: “How can. we live 
peaceably together?” 4 

After many suggestions had been 
made, the bear spoke up. He said there 
was only one way in which it could be 
done. And that was for all animals 
with defensive horns, teeth, or claws 
to destroy them, and submit to nothing 
but bear hugs! Need it be added that 
the Russians perceived that he referred 
to them? 

“There was a certain householder, 
which planted a vineyard .. .” (Matt. 
21:33).—Since our Lord’s words on this 
occasion give us Israel’s history in par- 
able form, we know that this house- 
holder represents God; the planting of 
the vineyard, the origin of Israel’s na- 
tional history (Psa. 80:8-11); the hedge, 
Israel’s separation (Num. 23:9; 1 Kings 
8:53); the digging of a pit for a wine- 
press, provision for Israel’s joy (Judges 
9:13). The tower speaks of the divine 
watchfulness and protection which Is- 
rael enjoyed (Jer. 31:28). The hus- 
bandmen picture Israel’s religious lead- 
ers (Matt. 23:2). ; 

Again, it could be asked, “What could 
have been done more to my vineyard, 
that I have not done in it?” He fully 
attended to everything. pertaining to 
Israel’s establishment, blessing, and 
fruitfulness. 

“.. he sent his servants ... that they 
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might receive the fruits of it” (Matt. 
21:34). —The owner had a perfect right 
to expect and ask for fruit. Israel 
should have been a marvelous testi- 
mony for God ins the midst of the 
nations. “He looked for judgment [or 
justice], but behold oppression; for 
righteousness, but behold a‘cry” (Isa, 
5:7; Mic. 6:8). : 

Although the interpretation of the 
parable is Israel’s, let us make an ap-— 
plication of it to ourselves. The Lord 
has done far more for His redeemed 
people today than He did for Israel 
in that day. Believers have _ been 
blessed “with all spirittial blessings” in 
the heavenlies in Christ. And we 
should be “to the praise of the glory 
of his. grace, wherein he hath made us 
accepted in the beloved” (Eph. 1:3-6). 
But are we? 

How much of that ninefold “fruit 
of the Spirit,” namely, “love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance,” are we 
manifesting? 

Never let it be said of us what a 
workman standing on the outside of a. 
certain church building said to his com- 
panion: “Look at ’em, Bill! I’ve seen 
a hundred or more people go in there 
and not a single smile among ’em!” 

“I’d rather wear a smile than a dia- 
mond,” said a sweet girl who had car- 
ried hope and cheer into many a lonely, 
despairing life. 

It is not always necessary to sacrifice 
the diamond to wear a smile. Both can 
be worn at the same time. But if a 
person who has been eternally enriched 
by the deep poverty of the Lord Jesus 
Christ cannot wear a diamond, that 
person can nevertheless wear a smile! 
“Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again 
I say, Rejoice” (Phil. 4:4). 

“Again, he sent other servants ... 
But last of all he sent unto them his 
son...” (Matt. 21:36, 37).—Throughout 
the days of the Old Testament, the 
Lord sent judges and prophets to Israel. 
And up to this moment in New Testa- 
ment times, they had had John the 
Baptist, the Seventy, and the Twelve. 
Most of these servants of the Lord were 
maltreated, and numbers of them were 
martyred. 

Despite this fact, the owner of the 
vineyard did not withhold his son from 
them. Upon seeing him, the. wicked 
husbandmen knew he was the son and 
heir. They conspired against him, 
“caught him, and cast him out of the 
vineyard, and slew him.” 

This son represents ‘the Lord Jesus, 
who is the Father’s well beloved Son | 
(Matt. 3:17; John 3:16). He was, as 
our memory text states, “despised and 
rejected of men.” But although “re- 
jected” of the builders, He has been 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
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ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. _ 
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made the “head of the corner,” .in 


resurrection. 


“The kingdom of God shall be taken 
from you .. .” (Matt. 21:43).—They 
have been temporarily set aside—not 
forever, as Romans 11) reveals. The 
nation to whom-the Kingdom has been 
given is not British-Israel, as some 
teach, but that. people whom Peter 
describes as “a ‘chosen generation, a 
royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 
peculiar [or purchased] people” (1 Pet. 
2:9). 

A Jew today must be saved in the 
“by 
grace . . . through faith, and not of 
works” (Eph. 2:8, 9). 

Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, we are prompt to say 

this parable presents an outrageous 
situation. It is difficult to imagine be- 
havior of men so despicable as that of 
the husbandman of the vineyard and 
his servants. It is cruelty, dishonesty, 
and depravity gone to seed. Trusted 
servants not only defrauded their mas- 
ter of his goods, beat, stoned, and killed 
his messengers, but slew his son. We 
condemn them as 
worthy of death. 

“The chief priests and the elders of 
the people” who were quizzing our 
Lord to trap Him, got a lesson they 
were not looking for. They and their 
cult had slain God’s messengers, the 
prophets, and now they were seeking 
to slay God’s Son, Jesus Christ. But 


“we must be careful here in judging 
_them, or we might find ourselves “the 


pot calling the kettle black.” (I think 
we get that saying from Cervantes’ 
“Don Quixote”: “Said the pot to the 
kettle, ‘get away, blackface.’”) Those 
criminals in the parable were the 
trusted stewards in charge of a vine- 
yard which they did not own, but they 
appropriated the fruit and murdered 
the owner’s messengers—and his son. 

If you are a Christian, you also are 
a trusted steward of anything you pos- 
sess. Even you, yourself, are not your 
own. “What? know ye not that your 
body is the temple of the Holy Ghost 
which is in you, which you have of 
God, and ye are not your own? For 
ye are fought with a price: therefore 
glorify God in your body, and in your 





———— 





I need not travel far to find the thing 
God wants me to do. There is someone 
at my side to whom God has a word to 
say that might be said through my. lips, 
someone for whom God has something 
to do that might be done by my hands. 
There is someone to whom God is long- 
ing to reveal His own love, and my 
heart might be the medium by which 
the Father’s heart is revealed to this 
friend—Francis B. James. 
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spirit, which are God’s” (1 Cor. 6:19, 
20). 

So, if the study of this parable is to 
do us any good it will cause us to make 
careful scrutiny of our own stewardship. 
We have many valuable assets in our 
possession: physical health, Christian 
training, God’s Word, the Church and 
Sunday school, education, ‘ influence, 
liberty of action; and every one has 
‘some talent of some kind—in music, 
in speech, woodwork, art, mechanics, 
or what not. What are you doing with 
it? Are you using it for yourself, or 
are you recognizing the Owner’s rights 
—and careful to see that He gets the 
fruit? 

And did you know that it is quite 
possible for you to cruelly mistreat the 
Lord Jesus Christ, rejecting the stone 
which “is become the head of the cor- 
ner”? Do you stoutly deny that? Do 
you ever deliberately sin? Look at 
this from God’s Word: “For it is im- 
possible for those who were once en- 
lightened, and have tasted of the 
heavenly gift . . . and. have tasted the 
good word of God, and the powers of 
the world to come, if they shall fall 
away, to renew them again unto re- 
pentance; seeing they crucify. to them- 
selves the Son of God afresh, and put 
shim to an open shame” (Heb. 6:4-6). 

Is it possible that we may crucify 
our Lord? 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


O YOU remember how the Phari- 

sees and Sadducees asked Jesus 
questions trying to discredit Him? The 
Lord answered with such wisdom that 
they had no opportunity to make 
trouble for Him, and His words con- 
victed them of sin. After that, Jesus 
made these Jewish leaders condemn 
themselves. This morning we will see 
how He did it. 

Today’s lesson is in Matthew 21. This 
chapter begins with our Lord’s trium- 
phal entry into Jerusalem on Palm 
Sunday. You know that was just five 
days before He died on the cross? A 
great multitude went before Him and 
another multitude followed Him, shout- 
ing, “Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord.” The Jewish leaders 


were angry because the multitude — 


shouted. They were angry because 
Jesus drove the money-changers out of 
the Temple, and that the children were 
shouting His praises there. 

That evening the Lord Jesus went to 
Bethany for the night. That little vil- 
lage was only two, miles from the gates 
of Jerusalem. It was there that Mary, 
Martha, and Lazarus lived. 

The next morning Jesus came back 
to Jerusalem again. This time the 
chief priests and Jewish leaders ques- 
tioned Him about His authority. After 
Jesus had silenced them, He told some 
parables. The one we will read today 
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: starts in verse 33. Let us read down 


to verse 37. What four things did the 


‘owner of the vineyard do to it? 


(Planted it, hedged it, dug a winepress, 
built a tower.) Before we read further, 
turn to Isaiah 5:1-7, because these verses 
show what the vineyard in this par- 
able represents. Do you see that here 
in Isaiah the owner did the same four 
things to his vineyard that are men- 
tioned in Matthew 21? “Hedging it” 
or “fencing it’ means protecting it. 
What does the vineyard represent? 
(The house of Israel.) 

God had led the Israelites out of 
Egyptian slavery to the land of Canaan 
and protected them there. When they 
sinned, He sent prophets to urge them 
to repent. Instead of repenting, they 
persecuted the prophets. 

Now read verses 37-39. Here Jesus 
foreshadowed. His -own death at the 
hands of the Jews. What question did 
He ask them in verse 40? Read their 
answer in-verse 41. Their answer pro- 
nounced judgment upon themselves! 
Because of their rejection of their Mes- 
siah, they deserved: to be “miserably 
destroyed.” 

Read verses 42-44. Here our Saviour 
showed that the prophecy about the 
stone rejected by the builders was con- 
cerning Himself, and told the Jewish 
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leaders plainly that the Kingdom of 
God would be taken from them. 

Read verses 45, 46. The chief priests 
and Pharisees, realizing that these 
parables Jesus told referred to them, 
plotted to kill Him. 

Have men’s hearts changed since 
then? I’m afraid not. Our own nation 
was founded by God-fearing men who 
came to America to “get freedom—not 
to do as they pleased, but to worship 
God. Yet today, our nation is in the 
category of those whom Scripture calls 
“lovers of pleasures more than lovers 
of God.” The Lord is still sending men 
to urge our nation to return to God. 
But His messengers and their message 
are both unpopular. 

In college I had professors who 
talked about “Man’s Search for God.” 
But the truth is that man is not seeking 
after God. It is God who,seeks man. 
In wonderful love He planned our re- 
demption, and still calls men to Him- 
self. But most do not answer that call! 
They either reject or neglect His great 
salvation. Soon it will be too late to 
accept the Saviour, for the day of 
grace will be over. If you have not al- 
ready done so, will you not come to 
Him now? 

Let us review Philippians 2:5-8, and 
then learn verse 9 and the first half of 
10: “Wherefore God also hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a name 
which is above every name: that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow.” Those Jewish leaders who re- 
jected Christ will yet bow the knee to 
Him. People who today ignore His 
claims will also bow the knee to Him. 
But this will not save their souls. 
Only those who willingly bow before 
Him now, acknowledging their sinful- 
ness and accepting Him as Saviour, will 
be made “forever glad” in Heaven. 
When I was a child, we used to sing a 
hymn I’ve never forgotten, urging peo- 
ple to come to Jesus. One verse began 

“Come! for angel hosts are musing 
O’er this scene so strangely sad: 


God beseeching, man refusing . 
To be made forever glad.” 


As you help your little pupil read 
Story 10, try to get him to picture this 
scene and to realize something of the 
love of Jesus. Teach the first half of 
the Memory Verse. Teach the sound 
of l, and the words “love,” “loves,” and 
“loved.” Help them sound out ‘“still.” 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
x 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting llustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


The Master Rejected.—He is despised 
and rejected of men (Isa. 53:3, Golden 
Text). Mendelssohn, it is said, once 
visited the cathedral at Freiburg, and 
having heard the great organ, went into 
the organ loft and asked to be allowed 
to play it. The old organist, in jealousy 
for his instrument, at first refused, but 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


was afterward prevailed on to allow the 
great composer to try the colossal 
“thunder” of the cathedral. And after 
standing by in an ecstasy*of delight 
and amazement ‘for a few moments, he 
suddenly laid his hands on the shoulders 
of the inspired musician and exclaimed: 
“Who are you? What is your name?” 
“Mendelssohn,” replied the player. 
“And can it be that I so nearly refused 
to let Mendelssohn touch this organ!” 
How often we reject the Christ who 
came to bring sweet music to our souls, 
and to fill our lives with harmony and 
peace!—F rom the Prophetic News. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Withholding His Due.—There was a 
certain householder, which planted a 
vineyard, and hedged it round about, 
and digged a winepress in it, and built 
a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, 
and went into a far country: and when 
the time of the fruit drew near, he 
sent his servants to the husbandmen, 
that they might receive the fruits of it 
(Matt. 21:33, 34). Suppose a master 
gardener should give you a beautiful 
garden and say: “I will provide the 
seed, the soil, the sunlight, the air, and 
all the other things necessary to make 
it beautiful. All I ask in return is one 
blossom of each ten, that they may be 
mine, and that with them I may cheer 
others who have not. The other nine 
you may do with as you will.” Then, 
suppose when the garden grew and be- 
came beautiful, you selfishly kept all 
the blossoms for yourself: and those 
whom you loved, giving only a leaf or 
a bud to the master whenever it hap- 
pened to please you to do so. What 
would the master of the garden think 
of you? Yet God is the Master 
Gardener!—From Watchman-Examiner. 
Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


God Gave His All—He sent unto 
them his son (Matt. 21:37). The story 
is told that in Germany there was a 
father and a mother who had four sons, 
and all were starving. They decided to 
sell one of them to provide bread, for 
the others. So they talked about which 
one they would sell. They could not 
part with the eldest, for he was their 
first-born. Then, because the second 
was exactly like his father, the wife 
could not spare him. Then the mother 
suggested the third, but the father could 
not spare him because he was the exact 
image of his mother. Then they 
thought of the baby, but they could not 
spare the little Benjamin of their old 
age. They could not spare one of the 
four. But God commends His love to 
us, not that He gave one out of four, 
but He gave His only begotten Son.— 
From the Sunday at Home. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Dropping the Pilot.—But last of all 
he sent unto them his son, saying, They 
will reverence my son (Matt. 21:37). 
When the emperor of Germany dis- 
missed his great Chancellor Bismark, 
Punch had a cartoon by Tinniel rep- 
resenting ‘a great liner. Bismark was 
just leaving the vessel, while the em- 
peror was watching the departing guide 
with haughty self-satisfaction. The car- 


toon was entitled, “Dropping the Pilot.” 
And the cartoon represents experiences 
in my own life; but instead of a fallible 
statesman, I have dismissed the infal- 
lible God. 
Pilot. I have jcalled it self-dependence, 
and with a great show of courtesy I 
have bowed my Lord out of the boat. 


And then I have taken the helm into . 


my own hands, and steered by my own 
counsels. And the end has been sorrow 
and loss.—From J. H. Jowett, courtesy, 
Illustrations for Pulpit and Platform 
by Aquilla Webb. Sent by M. Irene 
Jury, Glendale, Calif. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


Amazing Ingratitude. — And 
caught him, and cast him out of the 
vineyard, and slew him (Matt. 21:39). 
An illiterate fisherman told a minister 
how he was lying aboard his boat in 
Plymouth Sound when he heard a 
splash in the water not far off. He 
jumped out of his berth, for he thought 
he knew what it was; there was another 
fishing boat not far off, and the man 
with it was a drinking man. He rode 
there in his small boat with all speed, 
leaning over the side and praying God 
for help. Presently he got hold of the 
other man’s arm and pulled him up, 
and he was drunk, sure enough. He 
lifted him back onto his boat and put 
him in his berth and worked over him 
and rubbed him an hour or more, till 
he began to come to himself. Doing 
everything possible to make the man 
comfortable, he went away. The next 
morning he pulled over to see how the 
man was. He was standing leaning 
over the side of his craft. To a “good 
morning,” he returned no answer. “How 
are you this morning?” his rescuer. said. 
“What’s that to you?” was the surly re- 
sponse. “Why,” said the first man, “I 
can’t help taking an interest in you. I 
saved your life last night.” “Get out,” 
responded the other, and roundly 
cursed him for a liar. “I turned ‘round 
my little boat and pulled away to my 
craft,” the fisherman said. “My heart 
was like a thing broke. The tears ran 
down my cheeks. I looked up to 
Heaveri and could hardly get out the 
words that choked me. ‘O-Lord Jesus,’ 
I said, ‘my blessed Lord Jesus, I am 
sorry for Thee! I know now how Thou 
dost feel. That is how the world is al- 
ways treating Thee. I am terribly 
sorry for Thee, my dear Lord.’”—From 
the King’s Business. Sent by Mrs. A. E. 
Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 7d 


A Quick Retribution—When the lord 
therefore of the vineyard cometh, what 
will he do unto those husbandmén? 
(Matt. 21:40.) In the year 1758, there 
were many French prisoners on their 
parole at Tunbridge. Being asked to 
preach to them in their own tongue, he 
[Rev. John Fletcher] readily complied. 
Many of them appeared to be deeply 
affected, and earnestly requested that 
he preach to them every Lord’s Day. | 
But some advised them first to present 
a petition to the Bishop of London for 
leave. They did so; and (who would 
believe it?) the Bishop peremptorily. 
rejected their petition. If I had known 
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Lesson for March! 1 


_ this at the time, King George should 


have known it, and I believe he would 


_ have given the Bishop little thanks. A 


few months after, the Bishop died of 
a cancer in his mouth. Perhaps some 
may think this was a just retribution 
for silencing such a prophet on such an 
occasion. ' I am not ashamed to ac- 


- knowledge that this is my own senti- 


ment; and I do not think it any breach 
of charity to suppose that an action so 
unworthy a Christian bishop had its 
punishment in this world.—From John 
Wesley’s Life of Fletcher. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 
Eternal Bankruptcy.—He will misera- 
bly destroy those wicked men (Matt. 21: 
41). Where judgment finds thee, there 
eternity will leave thee. . . . Oh, bethink 
you that there is but one hope, and that 
one hope lost is gone forever! De- 
feated in one battle, a commander at- 
tempts another, and hopes that he may 
yet win the campaign. Your life is 
your own fight, and if it is lost, it is 
lost forever. The man who was bank- 
rupt yesterday commences in business 
again with good heart, and hopes that 
he may yet succeed; but in the business 
of this mortal life, if you are found 


‘ bankrupt, you are bankrupt forever and 


ever. I do therefore charge you, by 
the living God, . . . to see to your own 
salvation —From “Selections From 
Spurgeon.” Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka, Kans. 
x 
For Junior Teachers 
° By Ruth E. Dow 
A Loving Gift 
(Mark 14:3-9) 


BJECTS: a bottle of perfume, hair 
lotion, or wax, hand lotion. You 
girls would probably be happy to have 
me put some of this perfume on you. 
(The teacher may do so.) But imagine 
my putting any on the boys! Today 
Mark will tell us about the time per- 
fume was poured on the Lord Jesus, 
and He counted it a loving honor, not 
an insult. 

First, let us find a picture of the 
alabaster perfume bottle. Then one 
of you may draw one on the black- 
board. (Put the word “alabaster” on 
the blackboard. Have as many Bible 
dictionaries at hand as may be avail- 
able. If there is no illustration, the 
teacher may draw a long-necked flask 
‘on the blackboard. Acquaint yourself 
with the information under such words 
as “anoint,” “ointment,” “perfume,” 
“spikenard.”) 

Then, as now, women liked sweet- 
smelling perfume. They sometimes 
wore a little vial of it hung around 
their neck underneath their clothes 
(Ruth 3:3; Song of Sol. 1:12). But the 
men used perfumed ointments, too 
(Prov. 27:9). God gave directions for 
making a holy perfume for the priests 
(Exod. . 30:22-25, 30-32; Psa. 133:2). 
David, the shepherd boy, had oil 
Poured on his head as a sign that‘ he 
was to be king; notice the kind of 
bottle (1 Sam. 16:1, 11-13). When you 
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My retirement years are free 
from investment worries 


Get an American Bible Society 
Annuity for Guaranteed Security, 
Large Tax Savings, 

and Christian Satisfaction 


You receive precious advantages 
when you buy an American Bible So- 
ciety Annuity Agreement. 

You get an immediate, guaranteed, 
fixed income as long as you live—as 
much as 7.4% annually, depending 
on your age—with no investment wor- 
ries, fees or expenses. 

You get a substantial reduction on 
your income tax because part of this 
annuity is considered a contribution 


—and over 80% of your annuity in- 
come may be tax free! 

You get the joy of knowing that 
your contribution advances the work 
of the Society in translating and dis- 
tributing the Scriptures to the blind, 
to our army, navy and air force, and 
in over 250 languages to the spirit- 
ually needy all over the world. 

Get this annuity that blesses you 
and mankind so richly! 


° Prompt, full payments 
: without fail 
; for over a century 
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Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS-92, 








State 





End Worry 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 
With An ; n t 
ABS. entitled “A Gift That Lives. 
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Agreement Name 5 Miss 
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"THREE BLAZED TRAILS 


A blazed trail led from almost certain death on 
the icy Olympic Mountains to safety. 


“The Blazed Trail to Answered Prayer.” 
“The Blazed Trail to Guided Giving.” 
“The Blazed Trail to Your United Family.” 


For your free copies write 


H. M. (Dad) HILLIS 
Glendale 3, Calif. 
Postage appreciated. 


602 Fairmont 
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HOW GREAT THOU ART 
FREE COPIES of this greatly blessed hymn avail- 
able for churches, choirs, individuals. Enclose 

posiage. State number required. 
INDO-BURMA PIONEER MISSION 
Box 185, Toronto 7, Canada 








DR. MOYER’S SERMONS 


now available in booklet form: 

Order of Future Events, 35c; The Lord’s Beatitudes, 40c; 
The Rich Man in Hell, 25c; Peter, the Pope, and Jesus, 25c; 
The Millennium, The Beast, The Great Tribulation, 25¢; 
The Peerless One, a collection of Dr. Moyer’s best sermons, 
128 pages, $1.25. 

Order your copies from 
OSTERHUS PUBLISHING HOUSE 
4500 W. Broadway, Minneapolis 22, Minn. 





PEWS. PULPIT 2 CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


WRITE FOR FI'e@e CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & Co. 
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‘DEPT, 102 SCRANTON 2, P 














Positions Open 
for Christian Workers 


Want your life to count for more than just 
making a living? Yearn to see spiritual re- 
— as al as material? If you are a Chris- 

character integrity, it is likely we 
can naire a uu the greatest opportunity of your 
lifetime. e are in urgent need of field super- 
visors, managers, and —- in our rapidly 
growing organization. ange of present loca- 
tion wanecoeety- oT.” with personal de- 
tails to 2 i Galzi, Audio Bible 
Sendion 7351 Hamlin Ave.,-Skokie, Il. 


























1. For one penny 
a day you can become 
one of the supporters 
of our Isabelle Or- 
phanage at Pusan, 
Korea. 

2. If you wish to 
invest one penny a 
day for the little or- 
phan. of Korea, we 
will send you a bank 
mounted with beauti- 
ful wooden figure 
made by our teenage 
boys. 

3. “For where your 
treasure is, there will 
your heart be also.” 
—Matt. 6:21. 


Write to: 
The Korea Gospel Mission, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 291 
Inglewood, California 
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call the Lord Jesus “Christ” or ‘“Mes- 
siah,” you are saying, “the one who 
has been anointed” (Psa. 2:2; Luke 4: 
17-21; John 1:41). Here is a description 
of Christ the King, written long before 
He came to earth (Psa. 45:7, 8). Oint- 
ment was poured on the hair as an 
honor to guests, and used at other 
times as well (Psa. 23:5; Eccles. 9:8; 
Luke 7:46). Oil was rubbed on the 
body as we .use hand lotion to make 
the skin soft, to protect from the sun, 
and to lessen perspiration (Psa. 104: 
15). Perfumes were used for baths, 
banquets, even beds (Prov. 7:17). The 
dead were anointed with sweet-smell- 
ing perfumes (Luke 23:55, 56; Mark 
16:1). As nowadays, there were cheap 
ointments, and there were expensive 
ones. .As Mark tells his story, see 
which kind was poured on the Lord. 
The story happened only six days 
before the Lord -yesus was going to be 
killed. (Read to class Mark 14:3-9. 
While three hundred dollars is not an 
accurate equivalent for three hundred 
pence, it may stfficiently impress the 
children with its value.) Bible book- 
marks go to Matthew 26:6; Mark 14: 
3; John 12:1. Luke has another story 
about the Lord Jesus, a bottle of per- 
fume, a woman, and love (7:36-50). 
What valuable gifts can we give Him? 
(Recent Memory . Verses—Matt. 21:13; 
25:40; Mark 10:21, 43; 12:30, 31; Luke 
20:25—are suggestive as well as serving 
for review.) Write the key word, such 
as “prayer,” “brethren,” “follow,” , “min- 
ister,” “love,” “things,” in the outline 
of a jar on the blackboard. Discuss 
the application of each verse to chil- 
dren’s lives. Each child may draw ‘an 
alabaster jar and wfite in it the gift 
he dedicates to the Saviour. “ 
“Even a child is known by his doings, 
whether his work be pure, and whether 
it be right” (Prov. 20:11, Memory 
Verse). His love to the Saviour can 
be seen by what he does. In Korea a 
boy was pulling a crude plow while an 
old man held the plow handles. When 
their church was being built, Chi Noui’s 
family wanted to give something, but 
they had no money. So they sold their 
only ox and gave the money to the 
church. That- spring they did their 
own plowing by pulling the plow 
themselves. (From Illustration Round 
Table.) I wonder if that was not an- 
other gift of love that was pepe to 
the Lord. 
Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


N RALPH’S Sunday school, each one 

had. received, several weeks before 
Easter, a cardboard envelope in the 
shape of a cross. Right in the center 
there was a small slit—a slit large 
enough for nickels and dimes and quar- 
ters and half dollars. Each one, it was 
understood, was to-put his very own 
money into the envelope. This was 


_money that would be used to tell chil- 
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dren in faraway lands about the Say- © 


iour who died for them and who rose 
again. Ralph’s teacher explained that 
there would be no blessing from the 
Lord if the children simply brought 
money that they had received from 
their parents. This was to be each 
one’s own money—money he had 
earned. 

Ralph thought about what his teacher 
had said. He knew that every Sunday 
morning in his house, his father gave 
each of the children some money for 
offerings in Sunday school and church, 
He was quite embarrassed, too, as he 
remembered how he had bragged to 
some of the other boys that very day 
that he had two quarters for offerings 
today! He did not tell them, of course, 
that the money was really his father’s. 
He himself was giving nothing actually. 

He listened intently as Miss Moyer, 
his teacher, taught the lesson. “In the 
very long ago,”.she began, “the Lord 
Jesus received a most unusual gift—a 
gift which He appreciated so much 
that He said that wherever the Gospel 
would be preached throughout the 
whole world, people would learn about 
the one who had given it. This was 
His way of honoring the one who had 
given the gift. Let me tell you about 
it.” Ralph, and all the others, too, sat 
up straight and listened as hard as 
they could. 

Miss Moyer. continued, “One night 
the Lord Jesus was having supper at 
the home of a man whose name was 
Simon. While they were at the table, 
a woman brought in an “alabaster box” ' 
containing a very, very expensive gift. 
It was genuine perfume from India. 
We do not know how she had come to 
possess such a valuable thing. To pur- 
chase it would take every penny that 
a working man earned for a whole 
year! But it was her own. She could. 
have kept it for her own personal use 
for some very special occasion. In- 
stead she brought it into the room 
where the supper was being served, 
broke open the box, and poured the 
perfume over the head of the Son of 
God. The fragrance of it filled the 
whole house. You would expect that 
everyone would have been overjoyed 
when they saw such a precious gift 
given to the Lord Jesus. Instead, 
would you believe it, some who were 
there became indignant. They said, . 
‘Why has this perfume been wasted? © 
It could have been sold and given to 
the poor.’ And amazingly enough, they 
acted very unkindly to the woman who 
had given the very best gift she had. 
Imagine that! The Lord Jesus heard 
the men and commanded, ‘Let her alone. 
Why are you causing her trouble?. I 
will not be here long. The poor will 
always be with you and whenever you 
desire you can do them good.’ 

“The Lord Jesus is pleased when we 
give Him our very best. And I trust 
that at this time of the year when we © 
think of His death and resurrection in’ 
a special way, we-will truly want to 
give Him, through these little en- 
velopes, the very best that we have.” 
As Miss Moyer prayed, Ralph was pray- 
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ing that the Lord would help him to 
give his very best. 
Ralph put action to his prayers. That 


very day he sat down with his parents . 


and asked what he could do extra that 
he could be paid for. (Each of the 
children had certain chores they did 
regularly without pay.) He explained 


* why he wanted to earn his very own 


money for the Lord Jesus. And let 
me tell you, among other things, Ralph 
washed the dishes every single night! 
Once when his mothér wanted to put 
some of her money ‘in the envelope, 
Ralph would not accept it... “No, 
Mother, this must be my very own 
money.” When Ralph brought his 
bulging offering envelope, he never 
once bragged about how much he had. 
His only wish was that he could have 
brought much, much more to the dear 
Son of God. And if his mother had 
not told about it, no one would ever 
have known how long and hard Ralph 
worked to give his very own and all 
that he had to the Lord Jesus Christ. 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 


% 


This Week's. Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 129) 


1. She anointed Christ’s body “to 
the burying” (Mark 14:8), thus fore- 
shadowing His death. 

2. It revealed her devotion to Christ, 
her loving generosity and prophetic in- 
sight. 

3. The Hebrew nation. 

4. The Hebrew religious leaders. 

5. Righteousness and loyalty. 

6. That they might “seize on his 
inheritance” (Matt. 21:38). 

7. They would be destroyed and 
their vineyard would be given to others 
(cf. Matt. 21:41). 

8. Jerusalem was destroyed in A.D. 
70, the Gentiles became prominent, and 
the New Testament church soon be- 
came a reality. 

9. He himself described Christ as 
the “stone” (1 Pet. 2:4). 

10. He is the basis of our faith, the 
foundation of the church, and the smit- 
ing stone of the future (cf. Dan. 2:34, 
44). ; 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 


x 
What Must Be Rejected 


(Continued from second page) 


olution, was put in prison. The child 
was not only to be kept a prisoner and 
deprived of whatever rights he might 
have, but all that was good in his 
nature was, if possible, to be destroyed. 
Evil men placed around him were to 
train his mind to evil thoughts, his 
heart to evil feelings, and his lips to 
unlovely words. He suffered deeply. 
But now and again, as his tormentors 
Seemed to go beyond the limits’ of his 
endurance or when God’s voice ‘pre- 
vailed in his young soul, the unhappy 
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and exclaim in anguish, “I can’t say it, 
I can’t do jt for I was born to be a 


king!” We’ must say, “I cannot go on 
sinning, for it is against my new 
nature!” 


-Sin will always tempt us while we 
are on earth. It always has its fascina- 
tion.. As we face sin we do so with 
John’s fivefold call to holiness upper- 
most in mind. So we shall keep our 
hearts and lives clean. 


x 


More About the Bible 
(Continued from page 125) 


to church from the time they were 


small, that read the Bible and yet 
weren’t saved. She told how one day 
the Lord made her see that in spite of 
her being one of the many born and 
raised in churches, she wasn’t saved, 
and needed to place her faith in the 
Lord. She cited‘ verses which showed 
the proper Telationship of faith and 
works and how the second were con- 
sequence of the first. She finished by 
explaining what the Bible had meant 
to her since coming to know the Lord. 

Then it was-my turn. First I showed 
them Psalm 119: 105, written on the first 
page of my Bible and told them that 
in my daily life it was a lamp, a light 
for my steps, and that I never made 
any decision in my life without first 
seeking the will of my God in His 


boy would waken up to higher things, 
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Word. I told them how that very day 
before deciding to go to the meeting I 
had opened my Bible and I read them 
the verses from Numbers 6. (Of course, 
I kept quiet about the last one the Lord 
gave me!) Then I made reference to 
the question which the priest had asked: 
“Why don’t Catholics read the Bible?” 
and gave him four reasons which came 
to mind in that moment. (1) Because 
the leaders do not emphasize its read- 
ing to their followers. (2) It is very ex- 
pensive, that they ought to try to sell 
them at a price anyone could afford. 
I told them how one time I wanted to 
buy one, but they cost twenty-five or 
thirty-five pesos and at that price I 
couldn’t. get one. (3) The majority 
mistakenly believe that it is -a difficult 
and incomprehensible Book and _ that 
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Afraid of being conspicuous because you're hard of hearing? 
How a dramatic new invention revolutionizes concealment of hearing loss: 


Prayers Answered for 
Deaf Who Won't Wear 
Regular Hearing Aids 


By Paul Harvey 


b rsiag BE THRILLED to know that 
you may now hear again with 
NOTHING in either ear. You’ll be 
free of self-consciousness, thanks to a 
new miracle invention. 


Scientists at Beltone Hearing Labo- - 


ratories created a completely INVISI- 
BLE hearing aid, with no receiver but- 
ton, no tube, no mold in either ear. 
There are no cords, no wires. 

If you act promptly, Beltone will 
rush you FREE a fascinating new 
book with all the exciting facts. 

You'll thrill as you read why you 
need no longer deny yourself the joys 
of better hearing for fear of being con- 
spicuous. Now you may stay actively 
happy in family and social life .. ; 
enjoy church, radio, TV, movies. 

You’ll be amazed to see photo- 


Internationally Famous 
News Commentator 





graphs which prove that this new miracle 
invention makes overcoming héaring 
loss as easy as putting on a paif of 
glasses. Nothing shows, because every- 
thing is completely hidden inside at- 
tractive, lightweight Beltone Hearing 
Glasses, ideal for many folks who are a 
little hard of hearing. 

I urge you to act today so you can 
receive the remarkable book that re- 
veals the complete dramatic story. 
Why suffer needlessly another day 
from the handicaps, heartaches and 
strain of hearing loss . . . when you 
may now hear clearly again. 


FREE book on request—you owe it to 
yourself to read the valuable book that 
Beltone will rush to you in a plain wrap- 

per. Write: Dept.4-809, Beltone Hearing 
nid Co., 2900 W. 36th St., Chicago 32. 


This advertisement is published as a public service by Beltone Hearing Aid Co: 
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COMING TO CHICAGO TO WORK? 


Live in Christian atmosphere. Kitchenette 
apartments and rooms ,with kitchen and 
laundry privileges. Excellent transporta- 
tion, moderate rates, nice neighborhood. 
Work available. No age limit, 

Write 


Bethany Christian Business Girls Home 
5940 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IIl. 
Edgewater 4-9676 











SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so-many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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New Book just out . .. 


CALVARY By Harry Rimmer, D.D. $3.00 


This book is a condensation into one volume of the 
first three books of THE CALVARY SERIES by 
Dr. Harry Rimmer. It preserves for the reader the 
keen and provocative studies of the author as well 
as challenging the reader to fulfill God’s plan for 
him. An excellent answer to one who asks, “Why 
did Jesus die?” 
Order From 


BERNE WITNESS INC. 


117 E. Main Street Berne, Indiana 





BIBLE QUESTIONS 
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By Dr. W. L. Pettingill 


Author's greatest book. Thousands 
in use. Scripture answers to hundreds 
of questions. 559 pages; only $4.00 
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EXPLAINED” 


This book is now made plain so all be- 


lievers can understand it. There are 13 
statements that could only be fulfilled 
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“God’s Great Judgment on Russia and 
the Battle of Armageddon.” With an 
analysis of future prophetic events. 

“The Great Prophecy about the Last 
Days.” A marvelous picture from the 
Scriptures of the days in which we live. 

“The Great Sovereignty of God and 
How He Rules the World.” It explains 
one of the most misunderstood subjects 
in the Bible. 

“God’s Way of Redemption.” A very 
important Bible Exposition. 

“The Great Problems of the Middle 
East in the Light of the Scriptures.” A 
very important message for our times. 


ALL SIX FOR $1.25 
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not everyone ought to read it. (4) It 
is not studied in the churches as often 
as it should be. I told them how I en- 
tered a Catholic school when I was five 
and continued until nineteen without 
once hearing anything about the Bible 
and with emptiness in my heart, and 
then how different it had been in the 
evangelical church, how they had taught 
me to love and above all to practice the 
Word and how through it I had learned 
to know more and [to know] better 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

After this, they asked a man (Baptist, 
I believe) to say a few words in order 
to close since it was now late. (It was 
almost six and we had arrived about 
three.) In the simplest words, he gave 
the testimony of his conversion—how 
one day while he was drinking some- 
one came, gave him a tract and invited 
him to a Sunday school. He said he 
was so drunk he hardly knew what they 
were saying, but that on the Sunday 
following, good and early, he got ready 
to go to church. There*he heard the 
message and accepted the Lord. He 
began to read the Bible and found that 
there was no other book in the world 
that shows a man his condition so 
clearly, how base he is, and at the 
same time the way to come to the Lord 
for pardon. He gave various verses 
from the Bible and finished by speak- 
ing of the Lord’s commandment to love 
one’s neighbor as oneself, that the Lord 
commanded that we \should .even love 
our enemies, and that in His Word He 
said that if one didn’t love his neighbor 
whom he had seen, how could he love 
God whom he had not seen? 

When he finished, the priest took over 
again and said that the testimonies they 
had listened to were beautiful and sin- 
cere and that he would like to hear 
words like them from some Catholics. 
He said: “There is something I wish to 
explain. We have heard that outside 
the Catholic Church there is no salva- 
tion. Btt we must not interpret this 
the way we hear it. If a person is 
sincere, and has not had the opportunity 
of receiving instruction within the 
church, or if he is born and is baptized 
in the Catholic Church but for some 
reason, in his home or the people who 
ought to teach him do not do it, if that 
person finds God outside the Catholic 
Church and goes on in accordance with 
His standards, he belongs to the univer- 
sal Church and we can’t say he is not a 
member of it.” Then he emphasized 
that we say the Bible is the rule of 
faith while they believe we are mis- 
taken, that it is the spoken word which 
has gone from mouth to mouth since 
St. Peter, etc. He then thanked us for 
our attendance. Victor asked if he 
didn’t want us to have prayer to close 
and he said he did and immediately he 
began to pray saying more or less as 
follows: “Our Father, we thank Thee 
for Thy help (just as we -would have 
expressed it), pardon us the mistakes 
we have made and do Thou in Thy 
goodness help us not to repeat them.” 
He finished saying, “We ask this in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.” 


And so ended the interview. Every- 
one said good-by in the most frien 
way, even the nuns. : 


x 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, March 1 * 


1. A Puzzled Seeker 
(Acts 8:26-36) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HREE lessons on conversion begin 

with this week’s topic. The first 
lesson concerns a devout proselyte Jew, 
who is unnamed, but who was treasurer 
to the Queen of Ethiopia. The second 
lesson has to do with a nominal Jew, 
the greatgrandson of Herod the Great, 
and, at the time, the vassal king of the 
tetrarchy of Philip, under the Roman 
Emperor Claudius. The third lesson 
tells of the conversion of the Apostle 
Paul. In two of these examples the 


subject was sincere and was won for | 


Christ. In one case the subject was 
shallow and insincere and _ rejected 
Christ, and, as far as we know, never 
had another opportunity. 

we 


Several important lessons may be 


learned from these three examples. One. 
is that all conversions do not come 


about in the same way; (2) all true 
conversions depend upon belief in 
Christ and receiving Him as Saviour; 
(3) all to whom we may speak about 
Christ will not accept Him and be 
saved; (4) the Holy Spirit can and 
will direct us in speaking to others 
about Christ if we will let Him; (5) 
we cannot introduce another to Christ, 
unless we first know Him ourselves. 


we 
In the first example, which we are to 


consider this week, we should notice. 


that the Ethiopian to whom Philip was 
sent already believed in the true God 
and was accustomed to read the Old 
Testament Scriptures, although he did 
not always understand what he read. 
We hear some folk say today that they 
do not read the Bible because they do 
not understand it. However, when any- 
one reads the Bible and sincerely seeks 
to understand it, God will always give 
more light, either from some other por- 
tion of the Scriptures, or through some 
person, such as Philip, who can explain 
what is read (John 7:17). 


ye 
For those of us who teach or who are 
asked to teach in Sunday school, 


Philip’s experience with the Ethiopian 
should be a real encouragement 

example. Most of those we teach will 
be familiar with God as Creator and 
Ruier of the universe, and will very 
likely be somewhat familiar with the 
Bible. Our privilege is to explain the 


Scriptures to them and to  introduet 


we 
i Se 


‘ 
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lesson for March 1 








‘dy them to Christ and lead them to ac- 
' cept Him as their Saviour and Lord. 
Let us never assume that: because a 
‘person is in Sunday school, or has some 
knowledge of Christian things, or may 
be a member of a Christian family, 
that he or she has a real heart knowl- 
edge of salvation through Christ. Our 
job is to make sure that they under- 
stand who Christ is and the importance 
of accepting His work on the cross for 
them. It is then that the Holy Spirit 
can work to convict: them of sin and 
convince them of their need of Christ. 
Notice that Philip did not tell the 
Ethiopian what a noble or manly thing 
nal it would be to aecept Christ, or what 
” an ethical or moral standing he could 
‘ attain by such a decision. Philip 
pe preached Christ and His humiliation 
lew and death for our sins and iniquities 
' as set forth in Isaiah 53. 
urer 
cond ve 
Jew, We should see, too, that Philip per- 
reat, sisted in his teaching until the Ethio- 
> the pian was brought to a decision. As 
man we saw above, not everyone to whom 
SSOn we speak about Christ will accept Him 
ostle as Saviour, but we have no excuse to 
the discontinue our efforts with anyone to 
. for § whom the Holy Spirit has led us to 
was speak, until some decision has been 
octed reached. Someone has well said con- 
ever cerning personal work, “Land your fish 


if at all possible.” Many persons have 
slipped away before reaching conver- 
be sion because the one dealing with them 

became discouraged and quit too soon. 


One, On the other hand, it is well not to 
re persist after a definite rejection of 
in Christ has been made. One who has 
ioull rejected Him can still be prayed for 
Pv ut and may some day have his heart 
: be softened and be saved. However, per- 
an sistence after a definite rejection of 
thea Christ may harden the heart and make 


later efforts impossible. ' 
hrist, od 


olves. Do not lose sight of the fact that 

Philip knew the Scriptures and there- 
rel fore could at once help the Ethiopian. 
sotice. There was no time for any Bible study 
was after he met the Ethiopian. Does this 
God not speak to us of the importance of 
Old our morning watch for prayer and for 
: did Teading the Word so that we may be 
Teall prepared for whatever opportunities 
they each day may present? 


ay do | % 
Let us learn also from Philip the im- 






















any- 
seeks § portance of instant obedience when the 
give § Holy Spirit prompts us to speak to an- 
- por- other. Philip might well have argued 
some § that there would be far more oppor- 
cplain § tunities where he was in Samaria than 
down in the desert to which he was 
directed. Have you ever held back 
o ane when God has spoken to you about 
shod talking to another about Christ? Per- 
opian J haps you thought that you might of- 
onl fend, or that the time was not ripe, or 
. will that there were others who were better 
r and § ———— x 
a If the life of God in all its fullness is 


not being manifested in me, then the 
fault is mine not God’s—Oswald Cham- 
$. 
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trained and fitted to speak for Christ. 
Let us learn to be instantly obedient 
as Philip was, so that we may share 
in the joy that he had of being the 
instrument the Holy Spirit can use to 
bring others to accept Christ. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


x 


Child Evangelism Week 


UNDAY, February 22, through Sun- 

day, March 1, has been designated 
as, National Child Evangelism Week 
throughout the United States and 
Canada. Its purpose is to challenge 
Christians everywhere to the need of 
reaching children for Christ. Last year 
nineteen governors issued proclamations 
of this special week in their states. 
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Over eight hundred city, county, and 
state directors of Child Evangelism will 
be having special activities during this 
week. These will consist of children’s 
rallies, public meetings, banquets, spe- 
cial services in hundreds of churches, 
pointing to the need and the oppor- 
tunities of reaching the children for 
Christ. Last year nearly one million 
were evangelized through home Bible 
classes, open-air work, school classes, 
camps, fairs, and the like through the 
efforts of about 15,000 volunteer 
workers. 

An attractive colored bulletin, with 
two blank pages inside for church cal- 
endars, has been issued. Bulletins and 
suggestions for meetings may be ob- 
tained from the National Child Evan- 
gelism Fellowship, 20 North Wacker 
Drive, Chicago 6. 1 
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THE TWO EMPIRES IN JAPAN, by John M. L. Young 


Just off the press. A book you will not want to miss! 
Tokyo’s largest daily English newspaper, THE MAINICHI, says in a full- 


. deeply grateful for the record which the author has made avail- 
. The author has presented his material in an excel- 
lent, readable style and with a high —— of historical accuracy. . . . 


Historian and Literary analyst, T. Yanagita, says: 

“This book is a valuable contribution to the understanding of the sit- 
vation with which the Japanese Church is confronted today. The approach 
is quite original and persuasive. . . . 


The Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions 
246 W. Walnut Lane, Phila. 44, Pa. 


| heartily recommend this book.” 
Order From 











Investing for Christ 


in CBFMS Annuities 






pays you 
rich dividends 
...in 2 ways! 


1. PROVIDES A LIBERAL INCOME AS LONG AS YOU LIVE. 

The CBFMS Annuity Plan puts your dollars to work for you—and missions, 
_too.. You receive a steady, generous income for life. No reinvestment prob- 
lems, and you have the assurance that payments never vary regardless of 


economic conditions. 
2. YOUR MONEY HELPS WIN 


THE LOST THROUGH CON- 


SECRATED MISSIONARIES. Think of the wonderful joy and satisfac- 
tion you'll experience in knowing that your annuity-investment is helping 


to support CBFMS missionaries... 


men and women who are investing 


their lives that the heathen might have an opportunity to know Christ as 


Saviour. 
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With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





. The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Living 
Church. By Carl G. Howie, PhD. 
(John Knox Press, Richmond 9, Va., 
$2.50.) Ever since that day in 1947, 
when a Bedouin goatherd discovered a 
cave northwest of the Dead Sea and 
found in it some ancient manuscripts 
that included portions of the Scrip- 
tures, there has been intense interest 
in these manuscripts. It is natural that 
a flood of literature dealing with the 
Dead Sea Scrolls should result, and 
there have been many conflicting opin- 
ions in regard to the influence these 
finds will have upon Christianity. There 
are some who regard them as the most 
important single archaeological dis- 
covery in the area of Biblical scholar- 
ship. 

The present volume has been writ- 
ten by a Doctor of Philosophy in 
archaeological research, a student un- 
der Dr. W. F. Albright of Johns Hop- 
kins University. Dr. Howie has pro- 
duced a readable, nontechnical study 
that enables readers to understand 
much about the Dead Sea Scolls. They 
throw light upon a sect of our Lord’s 
time known to have existed contem- 
poraneously with the Sadducees and 
Pharisees, but about which little in- 
timate knowledge was available. Dr. 
Howie brings out many interesting facts 
aboutthis sect of Essenes. This strange 
community at Qumran threw them- 
selves against the Roman legions in 
A:D. 67-68, but to no avail. Before 
their destruction they hid their valu- 
able manuscripts in caves where three 
hundred and: thirty manuscripts have 
now been found as well as _ literally 
tens of.thousands of fragments. Dr. 
Howie spent five weeks in the summer 
of 1956 in Jerusalem and the Dead 
Sea area. He gives a valuable sum- 
mary of the findings in the eleven 
caves thus far discovered. In evaluat- 
ing the Dead Sea Scrolls, Dr. Howie 
takes a middle ground between those 
who believe that their discovery will 
destroy the foundations of Christianity 
and those who believe that they have 
-no bearing on the origins of our faith. 

For evangelicals there are some quite 
disturbing features in Dr. Howie’s book. 
The author takes a low view of in- 
spiration. He at times calls what we 
know as the Word of God “very early 
tradition.” He speaks of “the author 
of John’s. Gospel” and “the writer of 
2 Peter.” He also says, “The form of 
the Lord’s Supper and of baptism were 
in all probability borrowed by Chris- 
tianity from Qumran.” Evangelicals 
will disagree also with the comparison 
of our Lord with the Qumran “Teacher 
of Righteousness,” and they will have 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘HIMES 


to disagree with his explanation of 
the “Suffering Servant” of Old Testa- 
ment prediction, and the like. Dr. 
Howie evidently believes in the- deity 
of Christ and in the Gospel ‘message, 
but it is regrettable that he leans so 
far toward the Liberal side in many 
vital places. 


Bible Animals. By Lulu Rumsey 
Wiley. (Vantage Press, Inc., New York 
1; $4.) Since the Bible is filled with 
animal references, Mrs. Wiley limits 
her scope to forty classes of mammals. 
Of these she makes a scholarly study 
through 470 pages, the first nine of 
which deal with apes. The second clas- 
Sification, that of asses, includes also 
horses, mules, and the onager. Badgers 
line up next followed by bats, bears, 
and beasts in general, also the be- 
hemoth which the author believes to 
be the hippopotamus. After the wild 
boar one meets the more common 
camel, then cattle and cattle products, 
conies and the swift-footed chamois. 
The alphabet continues with dogs and 
dragons, fallow deer, ferrets and foxes, 
goats and greyhounds. When the sheep 
finally take a turn, it is naturally a 
long one since no other animal is men- 
tioned so often in God’s Book. It is 
of interest to note that the pygarg of 
Deuteronomy 14:5 is declared to be the 
white-rumped antelope, while the 
Zeboim of 1 Samuel 13:18,' stemming 
from the Hebrew, “Tzebua,” meaning 
“many streaked,” is the hyena. Also 


the unicorn, about which scholars have - 


often differed, Mrs. Wiley shows to be 
the wild ox, now extinct. The reader 
cannot but be amazed at the number 
of Bible references belonging to each 
animal and the part played by so many 
in sacred history. Practically all are 
illustrated, some with full-page pic- 


tures. The concluding chapter is de- 
voted _to “Traits Akin to Man and 
Beast.” 


The Life of David, Vols. I and I. 
By Arthur W. Pink. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $9.90 a 
set, or $5.95 per vol.) Here is a thrill- 
ing, yet also sobering, investigation of 
the life of “the man after God’s own 
heart.” Mr. Pink gives a’ rather ex- 
haustive study of the life of David as 
a spiritual giant and as an awful sin- 
ner. 
book not only a biography but also 
a devotional commentary. The experi- 
ences of David are important. Mr. Pink 
brings these experiences to his readers 
and, in so doing, cuts to the core your 
problems and mine. This running com- 
mentary covers David’s history as pre- 
sented in 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, 
as well as in the Psalms. These books 
will bless, warm, and warn. Make 
them a part of your library. 


Entered Into Rest. By Vance Hav- 
ner.. (Zondervan Pub, House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $2.) Here again in 
his North Carolinian style, Mr. Havner 
has given the Christian public twelve 
unusual sermons. His messages are in- 
spiring, challenging, and uplifting. One 
cannot read these pages without con- 


The author’s treatment makes the . 
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cluding that here is a man of God with 
conviction. Any of Dr. Havner’s writ- 
ings are interesting because of his gift 
of mixing humor with deep, well- 
thought Bible truths. These pages will 
cheer and challenge your heart. 


x 


Seeing Some Natural Wonders 
of the World 








OR years the readers of THE Sun- 

DAY ScHooL TIMEs have been enjoy- 
ing the tours to Alaska, and requests 
keep coming for a continuation of them, 
Once again, a Christian Fellowship Tour 
is being made available, arranged in co- 
operation with the Northern Pacific 
Railway Company. It will start from 
Chicago on July 1 and return thereto on 
July 26. 


If you have a yearning for new ex- | 


periences in faraway places, with con- 
genial companionship while traveling, 
the trip is recommended for your con- 
sideration. Here is a delightful vaca- 
tion, because of the good fellowship 
with other Christians, and this is always 
regarded as a high light of the tour. 
It is also a memorable adventure be- 
cause of the scenic regions visited; the 
interesting cities, and the dramatic and 
majestic attractions in nature which 
are included. Here are a few of these 
attractions: Banff National Park, and 
lovely Lake Louise _in Canada; Mt. 
Rainier and Mt. Hood;' the cities of 
Vancouver, Victoria, Seattle, and Port- 
land, as well as the ten-day cruise in 
the magnificent Inside Passage in calm 
waters, stopping at the interesting ports 
of Prince Rupert, Ketchikan, Juneau, 
and Skagway. Also, there will be some 
very attractive and interesting sight- 
seeing tours, including the wonderful 
Mendenhall Glacier. 

This tour, as all previous ones, will 
be escorted all the way, so that you, a 
a member, may be sure of a carefree 
and restful trip. Mr. Harry J. Jaeget, 
a Director of the Times, will lead the 
tour, and will be accompanied by Mrs. 
Jaeger. You may obtain the attractive 
illustrated folder, giving costs and de 
tails, by writing to Mr. Jaeger, The 
Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. 13th 
St.,. Philadelphia 5. 


A Tour to Hawa Is PLANNED ALSO 


Many readers are interested in a tour 
to the Hawaiian Islands. Two such 
tours have already been taken, and 
plans are being made to conduct the 
third tour to Hawaii this year from 
October 17 to November 11, out from 
and returning to Chicago. The pary 


will fly to Hawaii from Seattle, and 
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jerful For Family Worship 

will By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 

yu, as 

efree . 

eget, Daily Bible Readings on the International 

Lessons, issued by the International 

i the Sunday School son Committee. 

= February 23 to March 1 

1 de- Mon., Feb. 23.—Matt. 25:1-13. 

The A Parable About Preparedness. 

13th PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Watch there- 

fore, for ye know neither the day nor 

: the hour wherein the Son of man 

ALB Cometh.” The announcement of the 

tour first advent was mate “suddenly.” The 

such “second advent” of our Lord will be 

and announced “suddenly,” too. It will 

; the take all by surprise especially those 





professing Christians who want only 
gifts from Christ. but not heavenly 
8races and godly duties. Daily watch- 
ing unto prayer, the Word, and Chris- 















THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


tian ministries is our best preparation 
for the sudden appearing of. the Lord 
before whom we must make our ac- 
counts. Pray for a deeper spiritual 
life. 


Tues., Feb. 24.—Matt. 25:14-30. 
The Parable of the Talents. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “To every man 
according to his several ability.” God 
measures out His gifts to men on the 
basis of what they actually can do with 
them. In these days when so many 
people want the cheapest religion pos- 
sible, and when many of our best 
churches want God’s favors without 
any responsibilities, Satan is providing 
false experiences for the new birth. 
God giveth grace in abundance where 
it is used. Beware .of a faith that 
does not work by love. Beware of a 
faith without works. -Pray for a great 
revival of prayer in churches. 


Wed., Feb. 25.—Luke 19:12-27. 
The Parable of the Pounds. 
PRAYER SuGcesTions: “Occupy till I 
come.” Our Lord represents the Chris- 
tian’s responsibility as being heavy 
by virtue of the rich entrustment of 
grace and mercy. Every pardoned soul 
is bound to give to God the returns 
from his providential gifts. Let us not 
forget whose servants we are and what 
He. ‘has reason and right to expect 
from our being given position and priv- 
ilege as servants. The wicked world 
cares nothing for the Lord. Unless you, 
as His servant, seek to please Him, 
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WIN 3 
A LIFE 
Help us reach thou- 
sands in the Publie 
Schools with the Word 
of Life. 


Children’s Bible Mission, Inc. 


P. O. Box 1137, Lakeland, Fla. 















Retire in 
Arizona 


WITH CHRISTIAN NEIGHBORS 


Air conditioned comfort in summer, warm sun 
through the winter—what more could you ask? 
Your choice of a custom built home or a coop- 
erative apartment in this Christian community. 

Sharon Gardens is a nonprofit project of 
the Arizona Bible Institute, Phoenix. Outdoor 
barbecue in the park, picnic tables, shuffle 
board and croquet. Prices range from $4,550 
to $11,995. Utilities and maintenance fee includ- 
ing insurance only $17.50 to $50.00 monthly. 

Come to see Sharon Gardens as our guest. 
Your room is reserved. Write in advance to let 
us know your plans. 


Illustrated brochure FREE—Write today! 


SHARON GARDENS 


3025-S WEST McDOWELL RD. PHOENIX, ARIZONA 








box. 





uw the famous “Sunshine 


offers i the finest as- 

po Bh t values in 

ran A for all occasions. 

each is a card the conscien- 

tious Christian will be proud to 
sign and mail. 

See che full line of distinctive 
“Sunshine Line’ cards on dis- 
play where you purchase your 
religious books and supplies. 





You Always Show Good Taste 


_ When You Send a “Sunshine Line” Card 
Prefersed by Christian People for All Occasions 


Remembrance Greetings—16 folders 442 x 5% 
inches, French fold. All |. Virko 
and gold on heavy stock. G1959, All Birth- 
day with eS gy G2959, All Get-Well with 
Scriptures; G3959, All 
$1.25 a box. 

Faithful Greetings—21 folders 334 x 64% odes 
4 and 5 colors and gold; embossed. Our 
leader. G1759, All Birthday with pes 
G2759, All Get-Well with py G3759 
Occasion with Scriptures. $1.00 a bo 

Roses for Your Birthday—18 resi 9 designs, 
344 x 7% inches, single fold. Full color Krome- 
kote. G1709 with Scriptures, $1.00 a box. 

Cheer and Hello—18 folders, same designs as 
above, printed 4 colors and gold. All folders have 
“hi-gloss” 

Sympathy—14 folders with sincere, 
expressions and Scripture texts. 64709, $1. 


colors 


Baby—14 folders. Only “‘Sunshine Line” fea- 
tures Baby 
G5709, $1.00 a box. 

Easter—New Testament-centered folders. 
G7559, with Scriptures, $1.00 a box. 

Children’s Birthday end Get-W 
boxes. Appropriate for yl School and } 
use. 21 folders in each box. G1159. Children’s 
Birthday with Scriptures; G2159 
Well with Scriptures. Price, $1. 06 per box. 

Four Seasons Notes—A fresh design for each 
season of the year. Printed in 4 colors, there are 
20 folders; bossed ughout, 
French folders. Size 4 x 5 inches. G9579; with 
Scriptures. Price, $1.00. 


Order from Y our Religious Supply Dealer 


Anderson 5, Indiana 


Occasion with Scriptures. 


Kromekote finish P Price, $1.00 a ben. 


Assortments with Scripture texts. 


4 designs. 


The Warner Press 


San Jose 6, California 
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STANDARD’S 
ALL NEW 
1959 

COURSE 


how can He be honored? Are you ~ 
doing your duty while your Lord tar- 
ries? Pray for more sensible and serv- 
iceable devotion to your Lord. 


Thurs., Feb. 26.—Matt. 25:41-46. 
A Parable of Judgment, . 
PraYER Succestions: “These shall go 
away into everlasting punishment: but 
the righteous into life eternal.” Solemn 
words! They are rarely heard spoken 
in soft and feeling tones from our pul- 
pits. Many seem to be ashamed 
of Christ and His words before this 
crooked and perverse generation, and 
He is certain to be ashamed of them 








|} F¢ | 





FOLLOWING ; v7 1 when He comes in the glory of His 
4 pe Father and with the holy angels. There 
a) ; : / are only two eternal destinies. The 
JESUS : ' issues of eternity are settled in this 
ayy! life. They are being settled in your 
* ae home and church and community day 
SINGLE THEME oo .% 5 by day. Pray for a deep sense of 
mee ' x 4 sin and guilt and judgment to steal 

GRADED FOR 5 AGES : . eA over people. 

FULL COLOR 
: Fri., Feb. 27.—Luke 20:9-19. 

REDI-CUT . A Parable of Wicked Workers. 
LOW COST “i PRAYER SuGcEsTIoNS: “He had spoken 
this parable against them.” Christian 
EASY TO TEACH churches are not to be run for the ben- 


efit of the people who are entrusted 
with their care and cultivation. It is to 
be feared that the Lord receives very 
little fruit from His vineyards now let 
out to husbandmen. What He wants is 
souls saved, the saved edified and sanc- 
tified; what He wants and what He gets 





PLAN NOW for Vacation Bible School to help prepare children for happier ean: want idimeak “Chale a 
lives, and for eternity! Inspire them to follow Jesus; study with them this ig getting very little fryits rc — His 
true-to-the-Bible vacation Bible-school course. “‘Jesus the Leader’”’ is the sufferings, death, and Gospel gifts to 


: 2 f he entire course. From man His own. Do you believe Christ is 
title of the first day’s lesson and the heart of t y cadainaa caidihe dias abel aaa ae 


biblical lives a modern parallel is drawn to teach your boys and girls that — yi churches? (Read Rev. ito 3.) Pray 
followers of Jesus are obedient, willing, faithful, helpful, brave, dependable —_—for an awakening to righteousness. 


and kind. Five grades, Nursery through Teenage: Sat., Feb. 28.—Acts 4:5-12. 


BEGIN PLANNING NOW Ie OP —a 
FREE PLANBOOK is replete with plans for conducting PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: hs seer : stone 
inspirational VBS; full description of complete course, which was set at Regs er 
including brand-new Redi-Cut pupils’ books (Nursery, builders.” It took holy ee 
Beginner, Primary) which delight youngsters, free speak words of such truth and - on 
teachers’ cutting time for teaching precious truths. to the betrayers and murderers of the 

core Lord. These very men retained their 

FULL COLOR FILMSTRIP WITH SOUND, “Timmy the aie iastical leadershii 
Church Mouse.” New for 1959. Wonderful for staff oi gg oy bess iy . a ‘Giolll 
meetings, aids teaching with Standard materials. Costs 7.8 








. i re obli to ful- 
only $5; or your bookstore will rent for but $2. a 4 prope sk ntbpps: oe a aaa ; 
like that in religious movements to- 
‘ ‘ z day. Christ is put aside for others con- 
5 pupils’ workbooks, one each for Nursery, Beginner, sidered more important, and the cons 


INTRODUCTORY KIT NO. 9359 presenting the com- 
plete, colorful, practical program: 5 teachers’ manuals; 

Primary, Junior, Teenage; director’s manual, VBS Plan- quences will be as grave as our Lord. 
book, songbook and samples of certificates and publicity rit 
: NEW R. tz — Cat declared. Pray for a return of the spi 

















aids. Only $3.75. ORDER TODAY. of the great revival of 1857-59. 
Please send me Sun., Mar. 1.—Isa. 53:1-12. 
\ $$-2 9, 

The Lord’s Servant. 
cy yates rid peiepaeas PRAYER SvuccesTions: “My servant” 
[1 1959 VBS Introductory Kit No. 9359 described (52:13). _Never can we sound the depth 

above. Actual $4.50 value, only $3.75. Amount enclosed of the humiliation of our atte for ° 

a a ‘ salvation of our souls. onder ov 
C) Filmstrip in color, with sound; $5. . G osversseessseeneenecee the great stirring statements about Him 
all through chapter” fifty-three. “Were 
anaes the whole realm of nature mine, that 
ADDRESS. were a present far too small; love 80 
i amazing, so divine, demands my soul, 
5 AEN ZONE STATE my life, my all” (Isaac Watts). Pray 





ht 
AT YOUR BOOKSTORE, o that you may weep (as you oug 
- often) at the wounded feet of your 


STANDARD PUBLISHING, CINCINNATI 31, QHIO Saviour. 
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